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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
George Washington was chosen to lead the 

convention.
T    F

T    F
There are six years in a presidential term.

T    F

T    F
The Constitutional Convention was held in 

Washington, D.C.
T    F

T    F
Delegates decided that Congress should have two 

houses.
T    F

T    F
The Articles of Confederation served as America‘s 

first Constitution.
T    F

T    F
Congress has the Senate and the House of 

Electors.
T    F

T    F
Another founding father was Alexander Hamilton.

T    F

T    F
An Electoral College was proposed, debated and 

eventually approved. 
T    F

T    F
James Madison is considered the “father of the 

Constitution”.
T    F

Constitutional Convention Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

The debates of the Constitutional 
Convention lasted four months.
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would choose thei r electors. The electors would then meet and vote for the 
next President. The electors would vote for two people. The person
with the most votes would be President, and the second-most votes would be 
Vice President. If no one received a majority vote, the House of 
Representatives would choose the next President.

Delegates began to disagree over representation and the 
legislature. Larger states wanted thei r votes to count more than smaller 
state because they had more people li ving there. Small states like New 
Jersey feared thei r vote would be ignored and outnumbered by largely 
populated states. Two plans regarding state representation were proposed 
to the delegates.

The Vi rginia Plan, written by James Madison, suggested the number of 
representatives in Congress should be based on the population of a 
state. Larger states supported this plan. This plan also suggested a stronger 
central government with two houses of Congress.

The New Jersey Plan, written by William Paterson, said that each state 
should have the same number of representatives, regardless of 
population. Smaller states supported this plan. This plan also called for 
stronger state powers and only one house of Congress.

The delegates decided that the new legislature (Congress) should have 
two houses; the House of Representatives and the Senate.

After much debate, Oli ver Ellsworth and Roger Sherman from 
Connecticut came up with “The Great Compromise”. The Senate would have 
an equal number of representatives (two) from each state, regardless of 
population. The House of Representatives would have representation based 
on the population of the state. Both sides got a little of what they wanted. 

Compromises were also discussed regarding commerce and the slave 
trade. Back then, enslaved persons were not allowed to vote. There were 
over 550,000 enslaved persons. The question was, should enslaved persons 
be counted as a part of a state’s population? Delegates agreed that 
enslaved persons would be counted as three-fi fths of thei r real 
number. Meaning every fi ve enslaved persons would equal three free 
persons. This became known as the Three-Fi fths Compromise.

In order for the Constitution to be accepted, 9 out of 13 states needed 
to rati fy or approve it. The fi rst state to rati fy the Constitution was 
Delaware. The last state was Rhode Island in May of 1790.


