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Alexander the Great (Alexander III) was king of Macedonia of northern 
Greece. His rule lasted from 336-323 BC. While he had a short li fe, he 
conquered the Persian Empire. Experts agree that he was a great commander 
in the military.

Alexander was born in 356 BC in Pella, the capital of Macedonia. As a 
child, Alexander learned to read, write, do math, and play the lyre. In addition to 
academics, he also learned how to fight, ride a horse, and hunt. As a kid, 
Alexander tamed a wild horse named Bucephalus. Bucephalus was Alexander 's 
primary horse until it died of old age. Eventually, Alexander named a city 
Bucephalus to honor his horse.

By age 13, Alexander 's father, Phili p II, hi red the phil osopher Aristotle to 
tutor Alexander. In return, Phili p II restored Stageira, Aristotle's hometown.  
Phili p II would also free the slaves in Stagei ra. Aristotle tutored Alexander for 
three years. During this time, Alexander developed a clear preference of war 
over school.  

Aristotle had a profound impact on Alexander III. He taught him Greek 
cul ture, medicine, philosophy, logic, morals, and religion. Through Aristotle, 
Alexander studied the wars of Homer and the Iliad, which encouraged his 
passion for war. Unfortunately, after some time, Alexander thought that his 
father, King Phili p II, was not his actual father. Instead, Alexander thought that 
he was the son of Zeus, the Greek god. This belief, along with his studies on 
war, ul timately helped Alexander become a successful mili tary commander.

Alexander became a soldier at age 16. He assisted with the defeat of the 
Athenian and Theban armies around this time. When his father was killed in 
336 BC, Alexander became king at the age of 19 . He united Macedonia and 
eventually the Greek city-states, except Athens. Alexander combined the Greek 
and Macedonian armies on his quest to rule Persia. The Greeks didn' t want to 
admit Alexander was their king. However, they disliked Persia even more.  

Alexander fi rst conquered Asia Minor, which is now Turkey. He then 
defeated the Persian Army to overrule Syria. His next goal was to conquer 
Persia, east of Greece. It only took three years to conquer Persia. In 334 BC, 
Alexander defeated King Darius III of Persia at Issus. Now Alexander III was 
king of the Persian Empire, from the Adriatic Sea to the Indus River. Next, he
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conquered Egypt and became pharaoh (king). He ruled the enti re eastern 
Mediterranean area. He founded Alexandria near the Nile River and made it the 
capital of Egypt.  

In 331 BC, Alexander moved his troops to Babylonia. He defeated Darius 
again and captured both Babylon (now Iraq) and Susa (capital of Persia).  
After this, Alexander went on to pursue India. Now Alexander had the largest 
empire in history. But, unfortunately, his troops began to revol t. They wanted to 
return home to their families. Alexander agreed at fi rst, however, he forced 
them to continue into Asia.  

In 327 BC, Alexander fought his last great battle in India. He defeated King 
Porus in India and founded two cities. Impressed by King Porus' bravery and 
strategies, Alexander became allies with King Porus. Alexander all owed him to 
be king and gave him some new land.

At this point, Alexander 's men refused to continue. In 324 BC, Alexander 
returned to Susa. Then in 323 BC, Alexander proceeded to Babylon. He 
suddenly became ill and died 12 days later. Some experts suspect he died from 
malaria or typhoid. Others think he was poisoned. There are rumors that his 
own men killed him because his soldiers hadn’t seen their families for years. 
They wanted to return to Greece and Macedonia. Perhaps they retaliated and 
took his li fe. When Alexander died, he was placed in a gold coffin in Alexandria, 
Egypt and covered in honey to prevent decay.  

Alexander had ruled for only si x years and was 32 or 33 years old when 
he died. In that short time, he became king of Macedonia, the leader of the 
Greeks, the overlord of Asia Minor, pharaoh of Egypt, and king of Persia.  

Upon Alexander 's death, the Diadochi (Alexander 's generals) split up his 
empire. The top three generals di vided Alexander’s empire into the Middle East, 
Egypt, and Greece. Fighting began, and the empire ul timately fell apart. The 
Greek and Macedonian warriors did not get along.

Alexander 's legacy is that he never lost a sing le battle. Equally important 
was how Alexander valued the importance of Greek cul ture. He did not force 
conquered regions to adapt to Greek cul ture, but instead established schools to 
teach Greek cul ture and language. Likewise, Alexander buil t hospitals, forti fied 
cities, and created an extensi ve library in Alexandria, Egypt. Despite his 
achievements, Alexander was also ruthless as a warrior. He was 
temperamental and even killed close advisors and friends. More than 70 cities 
were named in Alexander the Great's honor. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What did Alexander the 
Great name his horse?

What word is used for a 
king in Egypt?

At what age did 
Alexander become a 
soldier?

What was the capital of 
Macedonia?

Who was Alexander 's 
tutor?

At what age did 
Alexander become king?

True  or  false
Alexander learned to play 
the lyre.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Alexander’s father was 
named Diadochi.

A.  Darius
B.  Babylonia
C.  Pella
D.  Stella

A.  Aristotle
B.  Artemis
C.  Aphrodite
D.  None of the above

A.  14
B.  19
C.  12
D.  Never

Alexander’s generals 
were called the 
Macedochi.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  Zeus
B.  Darius
C.  Bucephalus
D.  Sartorius

A.  Babylon
B.  Artemis
C.  Zeus
D.  Pharaoh

A. 16
B. 12
C. 19
D. 6

Alexander the Great was 
born in 356 BC.

He defeated and then 
became allies with king 
Porus.

More than 70 cities were 
named in Alexander’s 
honor.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Alexander thought he 
was the son of the Greek 
god Poseidon.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15He named the capital 
city of Egypt as 
Alexandria.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Turkey used to be called 
Asia Minor.


