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The very fi rst ci vili zation known to man was Ancient Mesopotamia.  
Mesopotamia in Greek means "land between the ri vers," which was the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers. Today, this area in the Middle East is known as Iraq. The 
Sumerian, Babylonian, and Assyrian empires were all part of Mesopotamia 
from 3500 BC to 612 BC.  

For the fi rst time, cities developed, governments were created, and 
people learned to write. It was nicknamed the "Cradle of Civili zation." 
Mesopotamia included various people and languages. The land was per fect for 
producing crops with its fertile and rich soil, rainfall, and warm climate, 
all owing new settlements. From there, the world's fi rst cities grew. Society, 
laws, and kings were common.  

Sumer was the fi rst ci vili zation “born” between 4000 BC and 3000 BC.  
Sumer had 12 major city-states (cities), the most famous being Kish, Uruk, Ur, 
and Lagash. Over time, Sumerians created the fi rst government and invented 
writing, called cunei form. Other notable inventions include the wheel, sailboat, 
plow, frying pans, razors, cosmetics, harps, kil ns, hammers, and axes. The  
Sumerians belong to four di fferent classes: priests, upper class, l ower class, 
and enslaved persons. 

The Sumerian artisans made intricate mosaics, jewel ry, helmets, harps, 
and pottery. They also created musical instruments made from bone and 
wood.  Details were important, which led this ci vili zation to write everything 
down. An interesting tidbit - only boys were all owed to go to school.  

The region north of Sumer was Akkad. Akkad's ruler, named Sargon, 
conquered Sumer and created the fi rst empi re in the world. For the fi rst time, 
Sumer city-states became united. The language shi fted from Sumerian to 
Akkadian, which remained throughout much of Mesopotamia.

Sumerians buil t massive temples called ziggurats to honor the gods. 
These huge structures with giant steps stood in the center of town. Religious 
festivals were held on top of the ziggurats. Generally, the ziggurat was happy 
and busy. Following the Sumerians and Akkadians came the Babylonians from 
Babylon. The Amorites conquered Mesopotamia, and power shi fted to Babylon.  
Babylon had two di fferent empires - Old Babylonian (around 1600 BC) and New 
Babylonian empires. The Hittites defeated old Babylon, but Babylonians 
regained power in the 6th century BC. Babylon means "gate to the gods”.
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Babylon used to be part of Sumer. However, over time it grew in si ze and 
power, and Babylonians did not speak the Sumerian language. Ul timately, King 
Hammurabi chose Babylon as the capital of Babylonia. He dedicated Babylon to 
the all-important god, Marduk. Babylonians were the fi rst ci vili zation to write 
down and record thei r laws. King Hammurabi was ti red of people changing 
rules whenever they wanted to. So, he wrote the laws and consequences on 
stone and clay tablets for everyone to see. This was called Hammurabi's Code.

Babylon was surrounded by walls made with 15 million bricks. Everyone 
li ved in the city, including farmers. There were canals, narrow and unpaved 
streets with three-story homes, and plenty of green crops. Babylonians threw 
trash into the streets. Over time, they would cover the roads (and waste) with a 
new layer of clay. This made the streets taller. Eventually, Babylonians had to 
build steps down to their front doors.

The street that led into the city was called Processional Avenue. The road 
led to Ishtar Gate, the gate of Babylon. The Hanging Gardens, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, were also part of Babylon. Experts think that 
the Hanging Gardens were the fi rst garden on a roof. It appeared that the 
garden was hanging in mid-ai r. In reality, the gardens were on a tiered terrace 
about 75 feet high. Flowers and water falls were also in the Hanging Gardens.

Babylon was in power in southern Mesopotamia. However, in northern 
Mesopotamia, Assyria was growing in the mountain region. Assyrians were 
traders and nomads (travelers). They also were able to conquer the people to 
the east and west of Babylon. Always at war, they expanded thei r region 
immensely. Assyrians changed the way ceremonies and funerals were held.   
They used cemeteries, deserts, and even their own homes to bury the dead.  

Around 1200 BC, Assyrians finally took down Babylon, leaving it a pile of 
rubble. Afraid that the god Marduk would be mad for having destroyed the city, 
they rebuil t it. Afterwards, however, they abandoned the city. Eventually, people 
returned. Assyria remained in power for hundreds of years.  

The Persians came later and took over a lot of the Middle East, including 
Mesopotamia. They defeated the Babylonians as well as the Assyrians and 
ended thei r rule. The Persian Empire was founded by Cyrus the Great. 

Much of the knowledge about Ancient Mesopotamia comes from the 
Library of Nineveh. The last Assyrian king collected a library of ancient tablets 
from Sumer, Babylonia, and Assyria. Today, over 30, 000 tablets have been 
discovered that gi ve historians insight into Ancient Mesopotamia.  



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

How many classes of 
people did the 
Sumerians have?

How many di fferent 
empires did Babylon have?

What was the name of 
the ruler of Akkad?

How many major cities 
did Sumer have?

What was the region 
north of Sumer called?

What were the Sumerian 
temples called?

True  or  false
Sumerian writing was 
called cunei form.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Today, the area of 
ancient Mesopotamia is 
known as Mexico.

A.  Twenty 
B.  Twelve
C.  Seven
D.  Four

A.  Abbot
B.  Del tor
C.  Akkad
D.  None of the above

A.  Staruggi z
B.  Sartorians
C.  Akkadats
D.  Ziggurats

Mesopotamia in Greek 
means "land between the 
mountains". 
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A.  Two
B.  Four
C.  Six
D.  Eight

A.  One
B.  Two
C.  Three
D.  Four

A. Sargon
B. Cardian
C. Hammurabi
D. Sartor

The laws Hammurabi had 
written were called 
Hammurabi’s code.

Mesopotamia was 
nicknamed the cradle 
of ci vili zation.

The Babylonian god was 
called Mukduk.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Assyrians were traders 
and nomads.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Sumerians created 
instruments made 
from gold and wood. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Hittites defeated old 
Babylon.


