
Words to Know
Restrict - to put a limit on, keep under control
Expansion - the action of becoming larger
Aligned - come together in agreement

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

At the time of the war, the President of the United 
States was James Madison. James Madison was the 
fourth president of the United States. The Fi rst Lady was 
his wi fe, Dolly Madison. She became famous during the 
War of 1812 for rescuing the portrait of George 
Washington.

Two military leaders for the U.S. during the War of 
1812 were James Madison and Andrew Jackson. Both of 
these men would later become presidents. 

The British were led by Prince George IV and 
Prime Minister Robert Jenkinson. Notably, a Native 
American named Tecumseh fought for the British. Native 
Americans aligned with the British because further 
expansion west could destroy the Native Americans’ way 
of li fe, and it later did.

On June 18th, 1812 , the United States declared war 
on the United Kingdom. The United States attacked 
Canada, which was a British colony. The attack did not go 
as planned because the American troops were 
inexperienced, and they lost easily. The British even 
managed to capture the U.S. city of Detroit. 

The War of 1812 was a war between Eng land and the United States. It began on 
June 18th, 1812. Though the war actually lasted until February of 1815 , most of the war 
was fought in 1812. The War of 1812 is sometimes referred to as the Second War of 
Independence. 

There were several things that caused the War of 1812. The British wanted to 
restrict the United States from trading with France. The British were at war with 
France. In order to prevent trade, the British forced the United States to go to Eng land 
and pay a tax before being able to trade with other countries. Also, the British Navy 
would capture U.S. trade ships and force the sailors to join the British Navy. They did 
this because the British wanted more troops so they could fight against France. The 
British Navy was more often referred to as the Royal Navy. Also, the British wanted to 
restrict the colonists from expanding the U.S. westward. 

The  war  of  1812

Why did the British Navy 
capture US trade shi ps?

Who fought in the War 
of 1812?

Why did Tecumseh side 
with the British?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

Tecumseh
Fire
Madison
Battle
anthem
Tecumseh
canada
Troops
thames

Word search

Where did the US fi rst attack British troops?

Who defeated Native Americans at a battle led by Tecumseh?

Who wrote the Star Spangled Banner?

Fill in the blank

Michigan Canada Pittsburgh

Harrison Jackson Thames

Francis Scott Key Dolly Madison

It was during the fi re at the White 
House that Dolly Madison famously 
carried out the portrait of Thomas 
Jefferson.

The final signi ficant battle of the War 
of 1812 was the Battle of New Orleans. 

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

It seemed like the British were winning again until the Battle of 
________________________________.

In August of 1814 , the British invaded Washington, D.C. and set many federal 
buildings on ________________________. 

Fighting  begins
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Words to Know
Stalemate - further action seems impossible
Unanimous - 100% agreement
Allies - join together

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

The treaty was finally put into effect on February 
16th, 1815 , when the United States senate voted to accept 
the treaty. The vote was unanimous.

One thing that the Treaty of Ghent caused was 
peace between the United States and Eng land. Since 
then, for over two hundred years, the United States and 
Eng land have been close allies. There have been very few 
conflicts between the two countries.

Another resul t of the war was that it gave the 
United States confidence. While the war had ended in a 
stalemate, they had been able to fend off an attack from 
the most power ful military in the world. Other nations 
noticed, and the U.S. was seen as a true world power.

A final effect of the war was both positive and 
negative. The United States was able to expand 
westward, and it did for much of the fi rst part of the 
19th century. They were able to build a strong nation. They 
found resources and claimed land. However, this came at 
a cost. The Native Americans’ way of li fe was severely 
disrupted. One of the people who caused it to be 
disrupted the most was the military leader of the War of 
1812 , Andrew Jackson.
. 

The War of 1812 ended in 1815 with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent. On 
December 24th, 1814 , both sides came together in Ghent, Bel gium to sign the treaty. 
Both sides agreed to peace, and surrendered any land that they had taken from the 
other side. 

Al though the treaty was signed in December of 1814 , it took time for people to 
know that the war was over. Communication back then was very slow. In fact, the 
United States did not know for a month that the war was over. They continued fighting, 
and the Battle of New Orleans, which the United States won, actually took place after 
the war had officially ended. 

Another battle that took place during that time was the Second Battle of Fort 
Bowyer. The British won that battle.

Results  of  the  war

Who caused the most 
disruption to the Natives?

Why was the US seen as 
a true world power?

Who voted 
unanimously?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

British
frigate
Navy
storm
congress
Atlantic
Land
expansion
pride

Word search

Much of the war was fought in the ____ Ocean.

How many shi ps did Congress order to be buil t?

The fi rst battle for the USS Constitution was off the coast of _____.

Fill in the blank

Atlantic Paci fic Indian

6 8 10

Montreal Quebec Nova Scotia

The U.S. Navy was able to sneak 
away from the Royal Navy by 
disappearing into the storm.

In July of 1812 , the USS Constitution 
was involved in a scary situation. It 
was being chased by the Royal Navy.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

The United States entered war with Eng land in 1812 over the right to trade and 
westward _________________________________________.

Sedging was a technique where the anchor was dropped at a distance, and 
then the crew would pull the shi p to the _____________________________.

The  uss  constitution
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