
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.

© Think Tank Too

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Napoleon Bonaparte was born on August 15 , 1769 , in France. He came 

from a wealthy family, with his father being an attorney. Because of his 

wealthy background, he was able to attend a military school to train to become 

an officer. 

Napoleon was in Corsica, France when the French Revolution began. The 

French Revolution was an important time that began in 1789 and lasted for 10 

years. At the time, France was ruled by King Louis XVI and his wi fe Marie 

Antoinette along with wealthy nobles. The commoners had to pay all the taxes 

and face starvation because of taxes on bread and land for crops. The 

commoners, also known as peasants, were ti red of li ving this way and 

created their own assembly (a group that makes laws) called the “National 

Assembly”. On July 14 , 1789 , a large group of people stormed into a 

government owned prison in Paris called Bastille and released seven 

prisoners as a show of power. This marked the start of the Revolution to take 

control of France away from the wealthy. 

Napoleon joined the revolutionaries and became artillery commander 

for the Siege of Toulon. In 1793, the city of Toulon was taken over by the 

British. Napoleon was able to create a plan and take control of the city. 

Because of his strategy and victory, he was promoted to the position of 

brigadier general at the age of 24 by the leaders of France. 

In 1796, Napoleon was sent to Italy to take command of the French army 

who was fighting against Austria. However, the French army there was not 

organi zed, and they were losing. With his skills, Napoleon was able to organi ze 

the French army and strategi ze a way to win the fight. He eventually drove all 

the Austrians out and was recogni zed as being an exceptional general. 

In 1799 , Napoleon returned to Paris. During this time, France was 

controlled by a group called the Directory. They had taken power after a 

radical and dangerous group called the Jacobins. However, the Directory was 

not very strong. Napoleon and his brother created a new government called

Napoleon Bonaparte 
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Name:



Napoleon was 
crowned as the 
emperor of France 
in what year? 
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1800

1802

1804

1806

The Directory took 
power after a 
dangerous group 
called the ____. 

Where was the 
Bastille?

What was the 
Bastille?

Jacobins

Prison

Bowers

Taylors

Oswalds

Senate building

Castle

Library London

Paris

Cannes

Lyon



Where was the 
Battle of Waterloo? 
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The commoners 
created their own 
assembly called the 
“____”. 

During which battle
did Napoleon defeat 
the Austrian and 
Russian armies?

What were 
commoners also 
known as?

France

Prussia

Russia

Bel gium

Consulate

Jacobins

National Senate

National Assembly

Clergy

Peasants

Nobles

Senators

Waterloo

Austerlitz

Thames

Bastille3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations



Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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