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Napoleon joined the revolutionaries and 
became an artillery commander for the 
Siege of Toulon. In 1793, the city of Toulon 
was taken over by the British. Napoleon was 
able to create a plan and take control of the 
city. Because of his strategy and victory, he 
was promoted to the position of brigadier 
general at the age of 24 by the leaders of 
France. 

In 1796, Napoleon was sent to Italy to 
take command of the French army who was 
fighting against Austria. However, the 
French army there was not organi zed, and 
they were losing. With his skill s, Napoleon 
was able to organi ze the French army and 
strategi ze a way to win the fight. He 
eventually drove all the Austrians out and 
was recogni zed as being an exceptional 
general. 
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In 1799 , Napoleon returned to Paris. 
During this time, France was controlled by a 
group called the Directory. They had taken 
power after a radical and dangerous group 
called the Jacobins. 

The Directory had an executive branch 
called the Five Directors and a legislative 
branch called the Corps Legislati f. The Corps 
Legislati f was composed of two houses. The 
Five Directors of the executive branch were 
selected by the Council of Ancients. The 
Council of Five Hundred created the laws, 
while the Council of Ancients voted on the 
laws.

The Directory, however, was not very 
strong. Napoleon and his brother created a 
new government called the Consulate. 
Napoleon was the head of this new group 
and had almost all control. Not long after, he 
named himsel f First Consul and dictator of 
France. 
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Many political changes came under the 
rule of Napoleon including the Napoleonic 
Code. This new “code” was written by four 
judges. The Napoleonic Code was created 
and said that positions in government 
would not be given to people based on 
their birthright or religious beliefs like it 
was before. Rather, they would be given, or 
appointed, to people who had the right  
quali fications for the position. 

Napoleon also buil t schools, roads, and 
more, which helped the economy of France 
improve. Transportation and 
communication were improved, and the 
feudal system was abolished (got rid of). 
Laws passed in secret were also prohibited 
(not allowed). His new code also allowed 
freedom of religion. Eventually, Napoleon 
was crowned as the emperor of France in 
1804. 
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7.

The Battle of Austerlitz was considered…

Napoleon lost the…

The Napoleonic Code…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.What does the word 
‘abolished’ mean?

A. Rebellious
B. To approve
C. Money saved
D. To get rid of

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

How many judges 
wrote the Napoleonic 
Code?

9. 10.

11. 12.

In 1812 , Napoleon tried to 
invade ____. 

When did the Napoleonic 
Wars begin?

A. Russia
B. China
C. Germany
D. Netherlands

A. 1797
B. 1801
C. 1803
D. 1805

A. 60
B. 90
C. 120
D. 150

A. Cyan
B. Toulon
C. Inga
D. Elba

Throughout his military 
career, Napoleon fought 
____ battles.

Napoleon was forced 
into exile on what island 
in 1814?

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

What battle was 
Napoleon’s 
greatest victory?

INCLUDED THIRTY 
SIX LAWS
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How long did the 
French Revolution 
last?
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