
Journey 

or voyage
Paid for

Group of 
ships

Speak a 

foreign 

language 

easily

Study of maps
Person 

involved in 

trade
Fluent Cartography merchant

expedition fundedFleet

Click to reveal the definitions
Words to KNow



 Amerigo Vespucci was born in Florence, Italy in 1454. 
Amerigo’s parents were friends with the powerful 

Medici family who ruled Italy from the 1400s to 1737.  As 
a child, Amerigo became fluent in several languages. 

He was taught astronomy, cartography, and navigation 
techniques by his uncle, Giorgio Antonio.   
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During his first disputed voyage, it took weeks for 
Vespucci’s fleet to reach South America.  Some 

historians believe Vespucci discovered Venezuela 
before Christopher Columbus due to a letter that is 
dated 1497.  Vespucci wrote two letters documenting 

new discoveries, native people, new animals and 
new constellations.  Vespucci returned to Spain in 

1498.  At the time, Amerigo’s explorations were 
funded by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 

of Spain. 
  

   

 

     

   



During his first disputed voyage, it took 
weeks for Vespucci’s fleet to reach ____.

B. China

C. New Zealand

A. South America
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Vespucci noticed that the stars were different from 
the constellations he was used to viewing in Europe. 
Vespucci named a few constellations on a voyage 

back.  
In 1502, Vespucci wrote a letter to the powerful 
Medici family stating that he discovered a new 

continent, not an island. 
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In 1502, Vespucci wrote a letter to the 
powerful Medici family stating that he 

discovered a new island. 
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