
Transcontinental Railroad



President Franklin 
Roosevelt proposed a 
railroad network to 
connect to California.

and Americans looking for 
Central Pacific endured 
the challenges of blasting 
through and building 
tunnels in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains.

The goal of the 
transcontinental railroad 
was to connect the 
southern and the 
northern parts of the 
United States.

The government gave 
millions of dollars in grants 
and millions of acres of 
land to build the railroad.

It took almost fourteen 
years finish the 
transcontinental railroad.The Union Pacific didn’t 

begin laying track until 
July of 1865 due to 
financial issues and the 
French and Indian War.

Two companies were finally 



In what state did the two 
railroad lines meet?

Central Pacific workers could 
only blast about ___  per day.

The transcontinental railroad 
was built between ____ and 
1869.

How much did railroad 
companies earn per mile for 
the high plains?

In what state did the 
Central Pacific begin?

Who proposed a railroad 
network to connect to 
California?

California





President Abraham Lincoln proposed a 
railroad network to connect to _________. 
He signed the Pacific Railroad Act into law in 
_____. Travel in the mid-1800s meant long, 
stressful, and _________ trips. This could 
take months. Wagon train, stagecoach, and 

foot were the most common ways of 
traveling. The _____ Express was a mail 

delivery system between Missouri and 
California. It proved that travel to the _____ 
coast could happen. Riders would tag team 
carrying the mail across the country. The 
Pony Express only lasted for __ months. 
There was no more need because of the 

transcontinental railroad. Transcontinental 
means going across a __________. The 

transcontinental railroad made a pathway 
connecting the east and west side of the 

____________. There were already some 
railroads, but they didn’t connect across the 

country or to each ______. 

United States

other

expensive

west

1862

Pony

California

18

continent



People who move to live 
in a new area Settlers

Transcontinental
Given approval

Workers

Going across a 
continent

Took apart

Person who designs and 
supervises construction
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What challenges from physical 
geography did the companies face 
while  building a railroad line?  

Why did railroad companies 
encourage settlers to settle in 
Nebraska?

Why did the federal government 
want to create a transportation 
system to connect the east coast 
and the west coast?

Do you think different regions of 
the country had different views 
concerning the building of 
railroads? Explain your answer.
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