
Layers of Earth



Earthquakes and 
volcanoes can occur from 
activity below the Earth's 
crust.

The Earth’s core is divided 
into four different parts.

The crust and the upper 
mantle make up the 
lithosphere.

The core is the thin, outer 
layer of the Earth where 
all life exists including 
humans, animals, sea life 
and plants. 

The Earth’s mantle has an 

separated by a transition 

The mantle is composed of 
hardened rock.



What is the thin, outer 
layer of the Earth called?

The crust is the _____ layer 
because it is exposed to the 
atmosphere.

What forms the 
continents?

The movement of the ____ can 
cause volcanoes and 
earthquakes.

The lithosphere is broken up 
into slow moving _____ 
plates. 

Below the asthenosphere 
is the ___.

Crust





There are ____ main layers of the Earth; 
the crust, mantle, inner core and ______ 

core. When Earth was made billions of 
years ago, it was extremely ___. Over 

time, the outside layers cooled down and 
the outer crust turned hard. The inside of 

the Earth remained hot. The ______ is 
the thin, outer layer of the Earth where all 
life exists including _______, animals, sea 

life and plants. The crust contains 
sections, called ______. The temperature 
of the crust increases with depth due to 

geothermal _______. Geothermal energy 
comes from the formation of the planet 

and from radioactive ______ of materials. 
The crust is the coldest layer because it is 
exposed to the atmosphere. The crust is 

composed of low-density material such as 
igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary 

______.
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Comes from the formation of the 
planet and from radioactive 
decay of materials

Geothermal Energy

Broken pieces made of the 
Earth's crust or lithosphere

Thin, outer layer of the 
Earth 

Dark, fine-grained rock

The region of the Earth's atmosphere 
above the stratosphere and below 
the thermosphere

The envelope of gases 
surrounding the Earth 
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Why and how are the Earth's 
layers different?

In your own words, describe how 
the Earth's layers were formed.

List the layers of Earth from the 
center out.

Do you think natural disasters 
are determined by Earth's layers, 
human action, or both? Explain.
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