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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
Massachusetts is spelled wrong in the 

Constitution.
T    F

T    F
British volunteers helped write the Constitution.

T    F

T    F
“We the people” are the first words of the 

Preamble.
T    F

T    F
Founding Fathers are also known as framers of the 

Constitution.
T    F

T    F
The Constitution is stored in Seattle, Washington.

T    F

T    F
Posterity means generations past.

T    F

T    F
The first Constitution was called the Articles of 

Conglomeration.
T    F

T    F
The Preamble is the third sentence in the 

Constitution.
T    F

T    F
The Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.

T    F

preamble Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

It took over three months to actually 
"frame" the Constitution.



Q
ue

st
io

ns
Te

xt
A

ns
w

er
 A

A
ns

w
er

 
B

#
1

#
2

#
3

#
4

#
5

#
6

W
ha

t 
ye

ar
 w

as
 t

he
 C

on
st

it
ut

io
n 

si
gn

ed
?

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 i

n 
th

e 
re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
U

N
D

ER
LI

N
E

it
 in

 B
LU

E
18

7
7

O
R

A
N

G
E

17
87

R
ED

W
ho

 d
id

 t
he

 c
ol

on
is

ts
 g

ai
n 

in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 f
ro

m
?

H
ow

 m
an

y 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

ar
e 

in
 t

he
 

P
re

am
bl

e?

W
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 la
st

 w
or

d 
of

 t
he

 
P

re
am

bl
e?

H
ow

 m
an

y 
pa

ge
s 

is
 t

he
 

C
on

st
it

ut
io

n?

H
ow

 m
an

y 
w

or
ds

 a
re

 in
 t

he
 

C
on

st
it

ut
io

n?

T
hi

nk
 T

an
k 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

0
20

A
ns

w
er

 t
he

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 b

el
ow

. T
he

n 
on

 t
he

 c
ol

or
in

g 
pa

ge
, c

ol
or

 e
ac

h 
nu

m
be

re
d 

se
ct

io
n 

w
it

h 
th

e 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g 

co
lo

r.
If

 t
he

re
 is

 a
ny

 s
pa

ce
 le

ft
 o

ve
r,

 c
ol

or
 it

 y
ou

r 
ch

oi
ce

!  
Fo

llo
w

 t
he

 d
ir

ec
ti

on
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 t
o 

ci
te

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

.

N
am

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
P
r
e
a
m
b
le

Te
xt

 E
vi

de
nc

e
A

ns
w

er
 

A

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 G
R

EE
N

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 R

ED

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 Y

EL
LO

W

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 O
R

A
N

G
E

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
U

N
D

ER
LI

N
E

it
 in

 P
U

R
P

LE

G
re

at
 B

ri
ta

in
P

U
R

P
LE

 S
T

R
IP

ES
Fr

an
ce

B
LU

E 
ST

R
IP

ES

O
ne

Y
EL

LO
W

T
w

o
O

R
A

N
G

E

A
m

er
ic

a
R

ED
 

P
eo

pl
e

O
R

A
N

G
E

Fo
ur

B
LU

E
T

w
el

ve
B

R
O

W
N

5,
0

0
5

O
R

A
N

G
E

ST
R

IP
ES

4
,4

0
0

G
R

EE
N

 
ST

R
IP

ES



preamble

© Think Tank

The U.S. Constitution was written in the same Pennsylvania State House 
where the Declaration of Independence was signed. "Pensylvania“ is spelled 
wrong in the document. The Constitution was signed on September 17th, 1787. 
The Constitution is the supreme law of the United States of America. 

The Constitution has 4 ,400 words. It is the oldest and shortest written 
Constitution of any major government in the world. 

The Constitution is stored in the National Archi ves Building in 
Washington, DC. All four pages are behind protecti ve g lass framed with 
titanium. The cases contain argon gas and are kept at 67 degrees to preserve 
the parchment's quality. 

“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more per fect 
union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general wel fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America.” 

The Preamble to the United States Constitution is a short, one-sentence 
introduction. It states the beliefs, princi ples and goals of the U.S. Constitution 
and the framework of the government. By beginning with ''We the people,'' the 
Founding Fathers showed that the new country was united for the people. The 
Preamble was placed in the Constitution during the last days of the 
Constitutional Convention.

GOAL #1 : To Form a More Per fect Union
This goal addresses the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 

Before the Constitution was written the states viewed themselves as separate 
nations. The framers, or founders, wanted the indi vidual states to work 
together as a uni fied nation. 

To "Form a more per fect Union" meant the new government was 
supposed to be better than the Articles of Confederation. The Articles of 
Confederation had several flaws such as a weak central government. 
America’s fi rst Constitution was actually called the Articles of Confederation, 
which was passed in 1781 . The biggest issue was that it did not gi ve Congress 
the power to collect taxes. The Constitution addressed or fi xed all of the major 
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 


