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Article  I

Members of Congress work in the U.S. Capitol 
Building in Washington, D.C.  An idea for a law, called a 
bill, must go through many steps called the Legislative 
Process.  An idea for a bill can come from anyone but 
only a member of Congress may sponsor and 
introduce the bill to Congress.  Each bill goes to a 
committee that specializes in that topic.  For example, 
a bill about school hours would go to the education 
committee because they are experts in that area.  The 
committee may accept, reject or change the bill.  The 
bill must go through both the House and the Senate in 
identical form.  Each house will hold debates about the 
proposed bill.  After debating, the bill will be up for a 
vote.  If a majority of Congress accepts the bill it then 
gets sent to the president.  The president can sign the 
bill into law or veto the bill.  If the president vetoes a 
bill, Congress can try to override the veto.

The Senate is considered the Upper House 
because they have powers that the House of 
Representatives does not have.  Some powers of the 
Congress include collecting taxes, coining money, 
declaring war, maintaining the armed forces, and 
establishing post offices.

Legislation- laws
Sponsor- introduce and support
Veto- deny or turn down
Proposed- suggested

What are three powers 
of Congress?

What are the two 
houses of Congress?

What can the president 
do with a bill?©Think Tank

in 1587.The Senate ratifies, or approves, treaties with foreign nations. 

Article I of the United States Constitution is the Legislative Branch, also called 
Congress.  The Legislative Branch creates and votes on laws, also known as legislation.  
The Legislative Branch is made up of two houses or two parts: the Senate and the 
House of Representatives.  The members of each house are elected by the people.

Did you know? 



Check the correct answer

True or false

Pardon
Cabinet
President
Veto
Enforce
Terms
Treaties
Powers
executive

Word search

How long is one term of presidency?

What document outlines the requirements to become president?

What does pardon mean?

Fill in the blank

4 years 5 years 6 years

Bill of Rights Declaration Constitution

Begin Excuse Allow

The president has many 
important roles such as Head of 
State and Commander in Chief.

The Constitution gives the 
president the power to sign, veto, 
or decline, any law passed by 
Congress. 

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

The Executive Branch also includes the vice president and the 
_____________________________.

The president also has the power to grant pardons to criminals of federal 
__________________________.

Article  II
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in 1587.

Article  III
There are a total of nine judges, or justices, on the Supreme Court.

The Judicial Branch is Article III of the United States Constitution.  The 
main job of the Judicial Branch is to interpret the laws.  The Judicial Branch is the 
federal court system which includes the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. District Courts 
and U.S. Appeals Courts.  Federal judges are not an elected position.  The president 
appoints, or chooses,  judges to serve on the federal courts.  Those presidential 
appointments must be approved by the Senate.

Violated – break or fail to comply with
Federal – central or national
Impartial – fair and unbiased
Resign – to quit or step down

What is the highest 
court?

How do justices get 
chosen?

How many  justices are 
there?
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Federal judges serve for life.  The only time a 
federal judge gets replaced is if they retire, resign, 
die, or through impeachment.  The reason federal 
judges serve for life is to keep outside distractions 
from influencing their decision.  The judges make 
sure any court is fair and impartial.  This ensures 
that judges are not influenced by politics, campaigning 
or lobbyists.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the 
United States.  All decisions they make are final.  
There are an odd number of justices (nine) to 
prevent a tie decision.  The only Constitutional 
requirement to become a Supreme Court Justice is 
“good behavior.”  The role of the Supreme Court is to 
decide if a person’s constitutional rights have been 
violated. 

The Supreme Court justices get to choose the
cases they believe violate a person’s Constitutional 
rights.  On average, the Supreme Court hears about
100 cases per year.  All cases begin with the words 
“Oyez, Oyez, Oyez.”

Did you know? 



in 1587.

Article  III  Answers
There are a total of nine judges, or justices, on the Supreme Court.

The Judicial Branch is Article III of the United States Constitution.  The 
main job of the Judicial Branch is to interpret the laws.  The Judicial Branch is 
the federal court system which includes the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. District 
Courts and U.S. Appeals Courts.  Federal judges are not an elected position.  The 
president appoints, or chooses,  judges to serve on the federal courts.  Those 
presidential appointments must be approved by the Senate.

Violated – break or fail to comply with
Federal – central or national
Impartial – fair and unbiased
Resign – to quit or step down

What is the highest 
court?

How do justices get 
chosen?

How many  justices are 
there?
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Federal judges serve for life.  The only time a 
federal judge gets replaced is if they retire, resign, 
die, or through impeachment.  The reason federal 
judges serve for life is to keep outside distractions 
from influencing their decision.  The judges make 
sure any court is fair and impartial.  This ensures 
that judges are not influenced by politics, campaigning 
or lobbyists.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the 
United States.  All decisions they make are final.  
There are an odd number of justices (nine) to 
prevent a tie decision.  The only Constitutional 
requirement to become a Supreme Court Justice is 
“good behavior.”  The role of the Supreme Court is to 
decide if a person’s constitutional rights have been 
violated. 

The Supreme Court justices get to choose the
cases they believe violate a person’s Constitutional 
rights.  On average, the Supreme Court hears about
100 cases per year.  All cases begin with the words 
“Oyez, Oyez, Oyez.”

Did you know? 


