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The Nile River, located in northeast 
Africa, brought many benefits. Because 
Egypt was in a desert, it was di fficul t to 
grow crops. However, the soil by the Nile 
was very fertile and rich and allowed for 
great growth. The fertile soil made crops 
like papyrus, wheat, and flax easy to grow. 

When the river flooded every year, it 
would renew the soil and make it rich again 
for new crops. Ancient Egyptians called the 
Nile “Aur,” which means ‘black’ for the black 
soil that resul ted from flooding. Akhet 
refers to the season of river flooding, Peret 
was the growing season, and Shemu was 
the season of harvest. Transportation was 
also a very important part of the river. It 
allowed people to travel faster on boat to 
di fferent cities in Egypt. 
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

Ancient Egypt is known for many things. 
They were one of the fi rst civili zations to 
write, using hieroglyphics. This was a form of 
writing that used picture words or symbols. 
There were thousands of pictures, some 
representing letters or sounds and some 
representing whole words. Those who knew 
how to read and write hieroglyphics were 
called scribes. Scribes studied hieroglyphics 
for many years and began their training 
around the age of six. 

The Egyptians mixed bee’s wax, vegetable 
gum, and soot to make black ink to write on 
papyrus, a paper-like material. 

Egyptians also invented two types of 
clocks. Obelisks were used to determine the 
time of day based on a shadow and to 
identi fy the longest and shortest days of the 
year. They also used a water clock that 
all owed water to drip at a constant rate, 
determining the passage of hours.
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Ancient Egypt is also known for the 
pyramids made of rocks and stones. The 
pyramids are so large, that archeologists are 
still unsure how exactly they buil t them at 
that time. Pyramids were buil t to act as 
memorials and burials for the Pharaohs, the 
leaders of the civili zation. Many treasures 
could be found in the pyramids. This was 
because Egyptians believed that in order to 
be successful in the afterli fe, the Pharaohs 
needed to be buried with valuable items. The 
Great Pyramid at Gi za is the largest pyramid 
in Egypt. The fi rst known pyramid was buil t 
to bury Pharaoh Djoser.

Wrapping, or embalming, the body when 
a person died was also an important part of 
their cul ture. The wrapped body was called a 
mummy. Through mummi fication they 
preserved or prolonged the body. The body 
was wrapped in linen and placed in a tomb 
called a sarcophagus.

Decoder 



7.

Ancient Egypt had…

The largest pyramid was…

The Old Kingdom…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.Mummies were placed in 
a tomb called a ___.

A. Shemu
B. Sarcophagus
C. Scribe
D. Papyrus

A. Amenhotep III
B. Hatshepsut
C. Thutmose
D. Djoser

The first known pyramid 
was buil t to bury Pharaoh 
___.

9. 10.

11. 12.

Nomarks ruled areas of 
land called ___. 

Who was the god of the 
sky?

A. Vi zier
B. Nomes
C. Scribes
D. Peret

A. Horus
B. Ra
C. Osiris
D. Thebes

A. Sumerian
B. Babylonian
C. Assyrian
D. Ottoman

A. 3
B. 5
C. 7
D. 9

The first to conquer 
Egypt was the ___ 
Empire.

Ancient Egypt went 
through ___ main 
kingdoms. 

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

How many Nomarks 
did Ancient Egypt 
have?

lasted four 
hundred years

2134421314  2115

23324124414332  1232345234

During which 
dynasty was the 
Great Sphinx buil t?
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