
Constitutional Convention



The original purpose of the 
Constitutional Convention 
was to revise, or fix, the 
Articles of Confederation.

Most of the convention 
debates were held in 
secret so that the state 
representatives would feel 
comfortable sharing their 
opinions.

The Constitutional 
Convention was held in 
May of 1787 in Washington, 
D.C.

president should serve for 
The New Jersey Plan was 
written by James Madison.

Four plans regarding state 
representation were 
proposed to the delegates.



According to the Great Compromise, 
how many representatives would 
the Senate have?

In order for the Constitution to be 
accepted, how many states 
needed to ratify it?

What was the first state to 
ratify the Constitution?

If no one received a majority 
vote, who would choose the 
next President?

Which state chose not to send a 
representative because it was 
fearful of losing state powers?

Who was chosen to lead the 
Constitutional Convention?
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The first few pieces have already been placed for you. Please do not move them.
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One major _____ of the Constitutional 
Convention was to create a powerful 

________ government that would not 
take away state or individual ______. 

Members of the convention agreed that a 
"national government ought to be 

established, consisting of a supreme 
___________, Executive, and Judiciary." 

Delegates would decide whether to split 
executive powers between three persons 

or just ____ single president. They also 
had to determine how to elect the 

president, how long his _____ would be 
and if he could be reelected. Alexander 

_________ suggested that a President 
should be elected by the people and serve 
for _____. Eventually, delegates agreed 
that a President should serve a _____ 

year term. Many delegates did not trust 
the people enough.
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Why do you think the 
convention was held in secret, 
behind locked doors?

Why did some delegates refuse 
to sign the U.S. Constitution?

Describe a time that you 
made a compromise with a 
friend or family member. 

Why do you think it took 
months to “frame” the 
Constitution?
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