
Words to Know
Boycott – refuse to use or buy
Enforce – carry out
Signi ficant – very important

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

go to school or drink from the same drinking fountain.  
Martin Luther King was able to organi ze and inspire 

people. He gave an encouraging speech in Washington D.C. 
during the March on Washington. This became known as the “I 
Have a Dream” speech. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of what 
he hoped for in the future.

It is hard to pinpoint when the Civil Rights Movement 
began. However, some of the earliest events were Brown vs. 
Board of Education in 1954 which ruled that Black students 
should be all owed to go to school with white students. Sadly, 
this was not followed for many years. The government had to 
be pressured to enforce it. 

Another signi ficant early event was the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott. The Montgomery Bus Boycott was an event where 
people refused to ride the buses in Montgomery, Alabama. This 
was a reaction to the arrest of Rosa Parks. Rosa Parks was 
arrested for refusing to give up her seat to a white person on 
a bus. 

The Civil Rights Movement came to an end in 1968. On 
April 4 , 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was shot and killed outside 
a hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. 

However, the fight for the rights of African-Americans 
continues today. 

The Civil Rights Movement refers to a time between the mid-1950’s and late 1960’s. Some 
important figures in this movement are: Martin Luther King Jr, John Lewis, Rosa Parks and 
Ruby Bridges. Some of the signi ficant events during this time were: the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, the March on Washington, the Freedom Rides and Lit tle Rock Nine.

People had fought for the rights of African-Americans for several years, however the 
Civil Rights Movement was a critical time. During the Civil Rights Movement, African-Americans 
organi zed several events. These events were created to pressure the government to change or 
enforce laws that all owed Blacks to be treated as equals. 

The Civil Rights Movements was led by a Baptist minister named Martin Luther King Jr. 
He fel t people should take a non-violent approach. They should not react in violence even when 
attacked. This would demonstrate how African-Americans did not cause these attacks. They 
were simply trying to do things that whites were all owed to do such as sit at a l unch counter,

Civil  rights  movement

What was King’s 
approach to Civil Rights?

What was Brown vs. 
Board of Education?

What was the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

Martin
Dream
Speech
Morehouse
Protest
Alabama
Coretta
Theology
equality

Word search

When was the March on Washington?

Where was King born?

What was the fi rst ci vil rights event organi zed by King?

Fill in the blank

1959 1961 1963

Alabama Georgia Mississi ppi

Sit-in Speech Bus Boycott

Martin Luther King was never 
arrested for protesting.

King believed people should use non-
violence to protest.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

In his speech, he said that he had a dream that one day all children will be 
treated  _____________________________________.

King was very smart and started college at the age of 
______________________________________.

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.
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Check the correct answer

True or false

Ruby
Bridges
School
Protest
Teacher
Banned
Bullied
Students
test

Word search

Who taught Ruby for over a year?

How old was Ruby when she challenged the system?

What year did Ruby pass the test?

Fill in the blank

Mrs. Henson Mrs. Henry Mrs. Hendrix

4 5 6

1956 1958 1960

Ruby was harassed by children and 
parents every day on the way to 
school.

Because of Ruby’s courage, many 
other schools started all owing Black 
and white students to go to school 
together.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

Ruby’s father lost his job and the family was banned from the local 
______________________________________________.

Black children and white children had to go to separate 
_________________________________.

Ruby  Bridges
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Words to Know
Banned – not all owed
Protesting – showing disapproval
Escorted – guide for protection

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

In November of 1960, Ruby went to her fi rst day of 
school. Many parents were outside protesting, yelling and 
throwing things. They didn’t want a Black child to go to 
school with their white children. Some parents did not 
care. They simply wanted to take thei r kids to school, but
were prevented by the crowds. Even escorted by officers, 
Ruby could not get into a classroom that day.

On the second day, a white parent broke through 
the protesting crowd to bring their child to school. Soon 
after, more and more white children started going to the 
school too. Ruby was finally able to get inside.

However, things were still di fficult for Ruby. All the 
teachers refused to teach Ruby - except one - Mrs. Henry. 
Mrs. Henry taught Ruby alone for over a year. Ruby was 
harassed by children and parents every day on the way to 
school. Her father lost his job and the family was banned
from the local grocery store.

After a whole year, Ruby was finally allowed to 
study with the other children. Because of Ruby’s courage, 
many other schools started allowing Black and white 
students to go to school together.

There was a time when in many places in the United States, Black children and 
white children had to go to separate schools. Many Black students challenged the system 
by enrolling in all-white schools. One little gi rl who challenged the system was a si x-year 
old named Ruby Bridges. 

Ruby was a very intelligent child. In 1960, Ruby Bridges took and passed a test that 
allowed her to enroll in a white school. Her parents were part of the NAACP so they 
were excited for this opportunity. The NAACP was an organi zation that fought for equal 
rights for African-Americans.

Ruby’s parents knew it would help schools become more integrated. However, 
they were also nervous, especially her father. They knew that thei r child would be bullied, 
but they knew Ruby was strong. They also knew that i f Ruby attended the white school, 
it could change the li ves of many other boys and gi rls.

Ruby  Bridges

Why were Ruby’s 
parents nervous?

What happened on 
Ruby’s fi rst school day?

How long did Mrs. Henry 
teach Ruby?
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