
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



George Washington was born on February 22nd, 1732 , in the colony of 

Virginia. His father was a landowner and planter but died when George was 

eleven. Washington worked as a land surveyor in his youth, starting at the 

age of 16. He worked to survey much of the state of Virginia and 

surrounding areas. A surveyor is someone who tracks the distance between 

points. Washington got his fi rst job and license from the College of William 

and Mary in 1748. In his 20s, he started his military career in the French and 

Indian War before returning to Virginia to be a farmer. When he was 23, he 

was elected to the Virginia House of Burgesses where he served for fi fteen 

years. He openly spoke against the unfair laws and taxes in the colonies 

required by King George III and the British Parliament (government). 

Washington would become a representative for Virginia in the fi rst 

and second Continental Congress. Washington was later selected to lead the 

army against Britain in the Revolutionary War that began in May of 1775. 

Washington would fearlessly lead the Continental Army for six long years. 

The British finally surrendered. George Washington was a war hero all 

across the nation. Many believed he helped the nation gain freedom from 

Britain and establish the United States. 

The United States operated under the Articles of Confederation. This 

was the fi rst constitution, but it had many flaws. The word constitution 

simply means plan of government. The federal (national) government was 

not strong enough to do anything effectively. In 1787, the Constitutional 

Convention met in Philadelphia to discuss the Articles of Confederation. 

Here, Washington helped draft a new Constitution to solve the problems of 

the Articles of Confederation. He was also elected as the fi rst President of 

the United States and served from 1789-1797. John Adams was elected as his 

Vice President. Thomas Jefferson served as his Secretary of State and 

Alexander Hamil ton served as the Secretary of the Treasury.

George Washington
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Name:



How old was George
when he started 
working as a land 
surveyor?
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23

26

16

19

What is another 
word for farm 
animals?

When did the 
Revolutionary War 
begin?

What is the group 
of advisors to the 
president called?

Livestock

Cabinet

Agricul ture

Clergy

Taigas

Consulate

Congress

Confederation 1773

1775

1781

1787



Who served as the 
Washington’s 
Secretary of 
Treasury?
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How many years 
did Washington 
serve as president?

George inherited a 
2 ,000-acre estate in 
Virginia called ___. 

How long did 
Washington serve in 
the Virginia House of 
Burgesses?

Monroe

Jefferson

Adams

Hamil ton 

2

4

12

8

6 years

15 years

23 years

4 years

Mount Rushmore

Mount Vernon

Cambridge

Parliament3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations



Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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