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King James I of Eng land financed an expedition to establish a new 
colony in North America. The king hoped that this new colony would prevent 
Spain from claiming new land. He also wanted to be the fi rst country to find a 
sailing route to Asia. The king granted approval for businessmen, called the 
Vi rginia Company, to explore and settle new land. In 1606, King James I gave 
the Vi rginia Company the charter to establish a new colony. The Vi rginia 
Company was financed by pri vate investors who expected a return on their 
investment. They expected to find gold in the New World. They also had hopes 
of making money by growing and making things in the new colony that they 
could shi p back to Eng land.

The crew set sail on December 20, 1606 and the journey took four 
months. The expedition included 144 men. The shi ps were named the Godspeed, 
Susan Constant and the Discovery. Captain Christopher Newport oversaw the 
three shi ps. The three shi ps fi rst sailed to the Canary Islands. They then 
landed in Puerto Rico to stop for fresh food and water. From there, the shi ps 
headed north and landed at Cape Henry in Vi rginia on April 26 , 1607.

They landed near the Chesapeake Bay area on the banks of the James 
River. After landing in Vi rginia, the Eng lish settlers were attacked by a Native 
American tribe. They were angry that the men were using their land. The 
settlers knew they needed protection so they buil t a triangular shaped fort to 
defend themselves from all di rections. They named the new area Jamestown 
in honor of King James 1 of Eng land. Jamestown was the fi rst permanent 
English settlement in North America. Edward Wing field was the colony’s fi rst 
governor. He all owed the men to search for gold instead of establishing a 
settlement. 

The settlers had a di fficul t time in Jamestown. The climate and soil were 
di fferent than Eng land’s. The location of Jamestown was chosen because 
settlers fel t they could easily defend it against potential attacks. In the long 
run, the site chosen for the fort later proved to be a disaster. The men arri ved 
in late summer and were unable to plant crops to have food to eat. In summer 
months, the land turned into swampy, poisonous waters full of mosquitoes. In 
winter months, there was no protection from the harsh weather elements. 
Jamestown Colony was established in the middle of the Paspahegh territory. 
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Paspahegh was a tributary of the Powhatan tribe. This led to many conflicts 
with Nati ve Americans. Some settlers were killed or kidnapped by the 
Powhatan tribe. 

Most of the Jamestown settlers were businessmen that lacked basic 
survival skills such as fishing, hunting or farming. The fi rst few years were very 
rough for the new settlers. During the fi rst winter in Jamestown over hal f of 
the men died. Common causes of death were diseases, starvation, di rty water 
and fights with Nati ve Americans. By the winter of 1607, only 39 of the 100+ 
colonists to originally settle in Jamestown were left ali ve.

In 1608, Captain John Smith became president of the colony. Smith was 
an experienced soldier and explorer but many settlers did not like him. Smith 
forced the colonists to farm for si x hours every day so they could grow enough 
food to stay ali ve. Smith enforced a new rule that stated, "If you don’t work, you 
don’t eat." Smith was later captured by the Powhatan in an attempt to talk 
peace with the chief. The chief's daughter, Pocahontas, stepped in to make sure 
John Smith was not harmed. She begged her father to spare Smith’s li fe and 
he agreed to release him. The colony fell to chaos between 1609 and 1610 when 
John Smith was injured. He was injured by a gunpowder explosion. George 
Percy then became the leader of the colony. Percy was unable to form good 
relationships with the local Native Americans. 

After John Smith was injured in 1609 , he headed back to Eng land. The 
fi rst year without John Smith’s leadership was known as the "Starving Time". 
Several supply shi ps became lost or wrecked on their way to Jamestown. This 
left the colonists without necessary food and supplies. During the “Starving 
Time,” colonists began boiling and eating shoe leather. Out of 500 original 
settlers, only 60 of them survived through the winter. Eventually, a shi p with 
supplies and colonists arri ved from Eng land. 

By 1610, conflicts between colonists and nati ves started the 
Ang loPowhatan War, which lasted four years. During the Powhatan Wars, 
Pocahontas was captured and held hostage by the British. She never saw her 
family again. Pocahontas later married John Rol fe, one of her captors. They 
had a son together and moved back to Eng land. Within two years, they both 
died from ill ness. 

In 1612 , the colony started rebounding by growing and trading tobacco. 
John Rol fe planted the fi rst tobacco seeds he smugg led from the West Indies. 
He later introduced tobacco to the settlers. Tobacco was easy to grow and 
brought in a lot of money. This was a critical turning point for Jamestown. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What year did the 
Virginia company land 
in Vi rginia?

How many months did the 
journey to the New World 
take?

How many men were 
in the expedition?

How many years was the 
AngloPowhatan War?

Who married John Rol fe? How many shi ps were in 
the Vi rginia Company?

True  or  false
The expedition set sail 
from Italy.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Pocahontas was 
captured and held 
hostage by the British.

A.  Four
B.  Fourteen
C.  Two
D.  Seven

A.  April
B.  Pocahontas
C.  Susan Constant
D.  None of the above

A.  6
B.  219
C.  3
D.  2

One rule was “i f you don’t 
work, you don’t eat”.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  1607
B.  1612
C.  1602
D.  1742

A.  Fourteen
B.  Two
C.  Seven
D.  Four

A.  103
B.  195
C.  144
D.  17

John Smith was injured 
from a gunpowder 
explosion.

The Vi rginia Company 
was financed by 
private investors.

The shi ps were Godspeed, 
Susan Constant, and 
Voyager.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

John Smith became 
president of the colony 
in 1614 .

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The colony started 
rebounding by growing 
and trading corn.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

They expected to find 
gold in the New World.


