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The Cabinet is organi zed by the 
President. The members are not elected by 
citi zens. The President appoints, or chooses, 
his Cabinet members, then they are confirmed 
(approved) by the Senate. The President can 
instate (set up) and remove members. 

The head of the Cabinet is the Vice 
President. The Cabinet is typically made up of 
15 departments. When the President meets 
with the Cabinet, they sit in a very traditional 
way, based on when their department was 
formed. The department heads (leaders) of the 
oldest departments sit closest to the 
President, while the newest department heads 
sit further away. The oldest Cabinet positions 
are the Department of State and the 
Department of Treasury. Cabinet heads 
include the title of Secretary, such as the 
Secretary of Education, except for the 
Department of Justice which has the title of 
Attorney General. 
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The Constitution does not say that the 
President must have a Cabinet. George 
Washington was the fi rst President to 
organi ze and use a Cabinet on a regular 
basis. His Cabinet included four advisors. 

Washington’s fi rst full Cabinet met on 
November 26, 1791 . His Cabinet included 
Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, 
Secretary of Treasury Alexander Hamilton, 
Secretary of War Henry Knox, and Attorney 
General Edmund Randolph. The Cabinet has 
remained very similar in operation and 
function to this day. 

Some Presidents have created 
subcommittees under the Cabinet members 
to discuss complex or detailed issues. This 
helps the President make the most informed 
decisions possible. Each of the unique skill 
sets of the members in the Cabinet and the 
subcommittees helps the decision-making. 
.
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It is impossible for the President to know 
and understand every issue that is going on 
in the United States. The Cabinet members 
are heads of a wide range of departments. 
This allows other parts of the government to 
continue to function under the leadership of 
the Cabinet members, while the President 
sees to more challenging issues. 

For example, i f there is a major problem 
with the banking system in the United States, 
the Secretary of the Treasury would help the 
President work to solve the problem. The 
President would be able to focus speci fically 
on this issue, while the other Cabinet 
members see to the operation of the rest of 
the government. 

Vice President John Adams did not 
attend Washington’s Cabinet meetings 
because he was considered a “legislative 
officer.” It wasn' t until the 20th Century that 
the Vice-President attended Cabinet meetings.
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7.

A rank equivalent with members of the Cabinet is the…

The Department of Homeland Security includes…

From 1872 to 1971 Cabinet status…
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R e a d i n g  6

8.It wasn' t until the ___ that 
the Vice-President attended 
Cabinet meetings.

A. 18th Century
B. 19th Century
C. 20th Century 
D. 21st Century

A. Jefferson
B. Knox
C. Adams
D. Hamil ton

Who was Washington’s 
Vice President?

9. 10.

11. 12.

When was the 
Department of Homeland 
Security created?

Which department works 
on promoting the 
economy?

A. 2002
B. 2004
C. 2006
D. 2008

A. Interior
B. Urban Development
C. Agricul ture
D. Commerce

A. Treasury
B. State
C. Interior
D. Labor

A. Treasury
B. State
C. Interior
D. Labor

What department 
handles international 
relationships?

The Department of ___ 
focuses on jobs and 
employment. 

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

What had Cabinet 
status from 
1872-1971?

WAS HELD BY THE 
POST OFFICE

145531331415  145543

4122313351423154

Who was the fi rst 
female Cabinet 
member?
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