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The American Flag has changed mul ti ple times through the years. Many 
consider Betsy Ross to be the fi rst to create the flag. Married to Colonel 
George Ross’ nephew, John, Betsy worshipped at Christ Church in Philadelphia. 
Her church pew was next to George and Martha Washington’s bench. It was 
June of 1776 , and Betsy ran an upholstery business. 

Betsy often told the story of how she came to sew the American flag. In 
late May of 1776 , Continental Congress members approached her at her shop. 
George Washington brought Ross a sketch of a flag with a si x-pointed star. 
Together with Robert Morris and George Ross, he asked her to sew the fi rst 
American flag. She made a fi ve-pointed star in one scissor sni p and set about 
making her flag. 

Early Flags: Up until now, there were various flags for the colonies and 
militias. For example, the Continental Navy had a “Rattlesnake Flag” that said, 
“Don’t Tread on Me”. It depicted a rattlesnake on top of white and red stri pes. 
The “Liberty Tree” flag had a green pine tree on white background. It read, “An 
Appeal to Heaven” and was used for the shi ps Washington commissioned. They 
had flags similar to Britain’s Union Jack flag. However, that proved to be a 
mistake. The Grand Union flag was flown on Prospect Hill. Unfortunately, some 
thought it was a sign of defeat and surrender.  

Early Flags: The fi rst common flag was called the Grand Union Flag. It 
was very similar to the British Flag, which was called Union Jack or the King’s 
Colours. The Grand Union Flag had many nicknames: The Continental Colors, 
The Congress Flag, The Fi rst Navy Ensign, and the Cambridge Flag. The mistake 
at Prospect Hill showed the need for a new American flag. 

Betsy Ross Flag: The confusion of the flag led the Congressional 
Committee to request a new flag. Betsy Ross finished the flag in late May or 
early June of 1776. Her new flag was adopted on June 14 , 1777, signi fying pride 
and unity. It had 13 al ternating red and white stri pes representing the colonies. 
The blue upper left corner had 13 white stars in a ci rcle. These stars 
symboli zed a new constellation. The flag colors were symbolic. Red meant 
courage, blue symboli zed justice, and white signi fied innocence. Note - there 
are no documents that prove Betsy Ross’ story. 

Another Theory: Others suggest that Congressman Francis Hopkinson 
designed the fi rst American Flag. He designed Continental money, the coin, 
and the Great Seal of the United States. Again, there is no proof or
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formal sketch. However, the Great Seal has elements of his flag design. 
Changing Designs of the Flag after 1776: The flag design has been 

modi fied many times throughout history. On January 13, 1794 , there were 15 
stars and 15 stri pes. 

Mary Pickersgill made the Star-Spangled Banner flag during the War of 
1812. It took si x weeks to make the flag that was also called the Fort McHenry 
flag. Eleven men placed the enormous flag on the flagpole. Francis Scott Key 
was inspi red by this flag to write the Star-Spangled Banner. 

On April 4 , 1818, the flag was modi fied again. It reverted to 13 stri pes, but 
they added fi ve more stars for Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana, and 
Mississi ppi. This flag only lasted one year, though. From 1819-1820, stars were 
added as states joined the union. 

The Bennington Flag, also called the Fillmore Flag, occurred sometime 
between 1820 and 1830. There is no proof, but some think that Nathaniel 
Fillmore took this flag home from the Battle of Bennington. It had 13 stri pes 
and the blue in the upper left corner but had “76” on the blue. The stars were 
arranged in a semi-ci rcle over 76 with two stars in the corners. 

From 1822 to 1960, the flag changed every time a new state was added. 
During this time, one of the unique flags was the Great Star Flag of 1837. This 
flag had the various si zed stars arranged in the shape of a star. 

More Flag Designs: The Centennial Flag of 1876 showed the stars 
arranged to spell 1776 and 1876. The 38-star flag from 1877 had stars in ci rcles 
and in the four corners. 

On June 4 , 1912 , President Taft officially declared flag proportions and 
orientation of stars. Stars would point upward in si x hori zontal rows of eight 
stars in each row. 

By 1960, the American Flag was completed with 50 stars, one for each 
state. Robert Heft was the Boy Scout from Ohio who designed the current flag. 
It was a high school assignment, and he received a B- for a grade. His teacher 
thought it wasn’t original enough. His design aligned si x rows with fi ve stars, 
and four rows with fi ve stars. He sewed the flag in 12.5 hours. The teacher 
offered to improve the grade i f it was chosen as the US national flag. Heft’s 
design won. His flag became the new US flag effective July 4 , 1960. Heft’s 
grade got bumped up to an A. 

Flag Nicknames: The American Flag is also known as the Star-Spangled 
Banner, the Stars and Stri pes, and Old Glory.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What state was Robert 
Heft from?

What was the last name 
of the president in 1912?

How many total stripes 
are on the US flag?

In what city did Betsy 
Ross attend church?

What year was the Betsy 
Ross flag adopted?

Since 1960, how many 
stars are on the US flag?

True  or  false
The red on the Betsy 
Ross flag symboli zes 
courage.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

There were 1 1 stars 
originally on the Betsy 
Ross flag.

A.  St. Augustine  
B.  Philadelphia
C.  Pittsburgh
D.  New York City

A.  1777
B.  1892
C.  1744
D.  None of the above

A.  48
B.  13
C.  50
D.  100

Betsy Ross ran an 
upholstery business.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  Ohio
B.  North Carolina
C.  New York
D.  Pennsylvania

A.  Wilson
B.  Roosevel t
C.  Taft
D.  McKinley

A. 9
B. 13
C. 50
D. 21

George Washington 
brought Ross a sketch of 
a flag.

The Continental Navy 
had a “Cobra Flag”.

The Grand Opry flag was 
flown on Prospect Hill. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The US flag is also 
known as Old Glory.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The “Liberty Tree” flag 
had a red background.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Francis Hopkinson 
wrote the Star-Spangled 
Banner.


