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  The Enlightenment is sometimes called the “Age of 
Reason” or “Age of Enlightenment.”  It challenged old 
ways of thinking and inspired revolutionary ideas.  The 
Enlightenment resulted in scientific methods, logic, and 
reasoning.  Liberty, equality, freedom, and democracy 

were new ideas.  It was a philosophical and 
intellectual movement dominating Europe during the 

17th to 19th century.  
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The Enlightenment dominated Europe 
during the 14th to 16th century.
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Background
  Prior to the Enlightenment, knowledge came from 

religious teachings, beliefs, and writings of 
ancestors.  Things shifted in western Europe when 

thinkers, writers, scientists, and philosophers 
became skeptical about traditional ideas and 

beliefs.  They went against the absolute power of 
royal rulers and the Roman Catholic church.  They 

relied less on religious and spiritual faith, and 
more on reason, logic, intellect, and science.  They 
wanted social, political, and technical progress.  

They sought new information and better 
understanding of humanity and the world.

 

  

 

 

 
 



Things shifted in western ___ when thinkers, 
and philosophers became skeptical about 

traditional ideas and beliefs. 

B. Europe

C. America

A. Asia
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Premise
  The Enlightenment introduced the idea that 

people should reason and think for themselves.  
There was no need to blindly follow church 

teachings.  Freedom of religion was adopted.  
There was a separation of church and state.  This 
led to the notion that society should work together 
with everyone having equal rights.  There should be 
no special privileges for nobility and higher classes.  
These new ideas led to the United States creating a 

government “for the people” (instead of having 
only the leaders benefit).
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The Enlightenment taught that there 
should be special privileges for nobility 

and higher classes.
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