
There are usual l y several people who want 
to be America’s next president.  A person 
running for office is cal led a candidate.  
The Uni ted States has two main poli tical 
parties - Republicans and Democrats.  

Each group has speci fic beliefs and goal s 
and they run the government.  Democrats, 
founded in 1828, are known as “liberal s” or 

“progressives.”  They prefer larger 
government programs and higher taxes. 

How many main poli tical parties 
does the Uni ted States have?
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Next Clue:

flour

The next ingredient gets spread on top. 
Forget to add i t and your reci pe is a flop.

½ CUP

Republicans, founded 
in 1854, are known as 

“conservatives.”  
They fight for smal ler 

government and 
lower taxes. 



The candidates from each major 
poli tical party wi l l bat tle for office.  

Both poli tical parties wi l l hold 
several primary elections in various 
states.  Each state has i ts own rules.  
Most states use primaries, bu t a few 
states use caucuses to select their 
delegate.  A caucus is a meeting of

What is another word for 
representative?

oil
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Vice president

Next Clue:
A pinch of this is always nice, find the 

ingredient that rhymes wi th dice.

oi l

½ CUP

supporters or members 
of a speci fic poli tical 
party or movement.  A 
delegate is another 

word for representative.



There are ___ types of primary 
elections.
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Next Clue:
The next ingredient is colorful and 

bright, they get enjoyed on every bi te.

sal t

½ CUP

There are two types of primary 
elections: open and closed.  A closed 
primary means that on l y members 

that belong to that particular 
poli tical party can cast a vote.  An 

open primary means that voters that 
do not belong to a party can vote.  

Primary elections are usual l y held in

the spring or 
summer.  The 
person who 

receives the most 
votes becomes the 
party’s candidate 

for president.



When the people vote, they are actual l y 
voting for a group cal led electors.  The 

highest number of votes (popular vote) does 
not actual l y determine who the next 

president wi l l be.  Presidential elections use 
the E lectoral Col lege system.  Each state has 
electors that are chosen by the state.  The 
number of electors in each state equals the 
number of Representatives in the House of 

How many electoral votes are 
needed to become president?

Brown sugar
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Next Clue:
The next ingredient rhymes wi th li ps, 

they’re used in cookies and sometimes di ps.

Brown Sugar

½ CUP

Representatives, pl us 2 
for the number of 
Senators.  The total 

number of electors in 
the Uni ted State is 538.  

In order to win the 
presidency, a majori ty 

of 270 electoral votes is 
needed.
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Baking Soda

Icing

Chocolate

Oi l

Brown Sugar
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