
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.

Jamestown was founded in 1607 and was the first _____________________ 

of North America. It was also the capital of the colony of Virginia for more than 80 

years. 

In 1606, the king of ____________ gave the charter (written permission) to 

find settlement in North America. The charter brought together a large group of men 

and on December 20, 1606, they set sail in _____________ ships called the Susan 

Constant, Godspeed, and the Discovery. After traveling across the Atlantic Ocean for 

four months, and stopping in Puerto Rico for food and water, they landed in 

__________________ on April 26, 1607. 

When they landed, the first thing the men had to do was to find the per fect 

l ocation to build a _____________ for safety and shel ter. They chose a spot on an 

island that they believed would be easily defended i f Natives attacked them. They 

named this new settlement _________________, after King James I. 

Al though the site they chose was a good choice for protection against attacks, it 

was not a good choice as the seasons changed. During the __________________, it 

became a swamp with disease ridden mosquitos and unheal thy drinking water. In the 

winter, they had no protection against the bitter cold. 

The settlers were also mostly ________________________________ who 

did not know how to work or survive in these conditions. They had come in hopes of 

finding gold and did not know how to hunt, fish or farm. 

With the harsh seasons, diseases, and lack of skills and food, many settlers died 

during the first year.

In 1608, Captain ________________________ took over as the president of 

the colony. He did not just come looking for gold and was a highly experienced soldier 

and seaman. 

three Jamestown businessmen

England John Smith settlement

summer Virginia fort 
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Name:

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK

EARN THIS!



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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The three ships headed to Jamestown were the 
Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria.

In 1612 , a colonist named John Rol fe began 
growing tobacco.

Most of the businessmen al ready knew how to 
hunt, fish or farm.

Jamestown was named after King James I. 

The settlers landed in Virginia on August 26, 1603. 

Smith was saved by the chief’s daughter, 
Pocahontas.

Once Smith landed at Jamestown, he never again 
returned to England.

Captain Chris Parker took over as the president 
of the colony. 

The year between 1609 and 1610 was known as The 
Starving Time.

A cash crop is produced speci fically to sell. 
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1.   Where was Jamestown located? 
A. Georgia
B. Virginia
C. Maryland
D. Pennsylvania

6. Many settlers died during the first year due 
to ____.
A. Harsh seasons
B. Lack of food
C. Diseases
D. All of the above

2. Which crop brought great wealth to the 
colony? 

A. Tobacco
B. Corn
C. Indigo
D. Wheat

7. John Smith took over as the ____ of the 
colony. 
A. President
B. Mayor
C. Senator
D. Emperor

3. When was Jamestown founded?
A. 1601
B. 1603
C. 1605
D. 1607

8.  When was the Starving Time?
A. 1607 and 1608
B. 1609 and 1610 
C. 1611 and 1612
D. 1613 and 1614

4. How many ships set sail for Jamestown?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

9. How long was the trip across the Atlantic 
Ocean? 

A. 2 months
B. 4 months
C. 6 months
D. 8 months

5. What word means ‘written permission’?
A. Clergy
B. Clause
C. Charter
D. Colony

10. What did settlers trade with the 
Powhatan?
A. Tools
B. Pots
C. Knives
D. All of the above
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Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.

B OT  C A R D S
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Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon to learn more!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards

© Think Tank 

Challenges

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Passages-Annotation-453356
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Collaborative-Posters-Team-Work-328922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Secret-Message-467888
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:boom+cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-CHALLENGE-289913

