
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.

© Think Tank Too

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



The human body has many systems that work together to keep it 

heal thy. Each system works with di fferent organs such as the heart or li ver 

to complete a certain function. The digestive system is responsible for taking 

the food a person eats and breaking it down. Once broken down, the food 

transforms into energy, vitamins, and minerals for the body's organs and 

cells. 

The process of digestion has two types: mechanical digestion and 

chemical digestion. Mechanical digestion is when a person chews the food 

and physically breaks it down into smaller pieces. With chemical digestion, 

enzymes break down food into molecules for the body to use as nutrients. 

There are five stages in the digestive system. Placing food in your 

mouth is called ingestion. First, a person chews the food to break it down. 

The tongue begins to break down certain foods that are starchy (potatoes or 

bread), using enzymes. Enzymes are a protein molecule that have speci fic 

jobs such as breaking down certain foods or speeding up chemical 

reactions in the body. Your mouth creates sali va, also called spit. Sali va has 

enzymes that break down food to make it soft and easy to swallow.

The second phase of digestion is swallowing. In this phase, the food 

goes to the pharynx, which is at the back of the throat. The tongue pushes 

the food to the back of the throat. A tiny flap of cartilage called the 

epiglottis automatically closes the windpipe. Food then travels to the 

esophagus, which is about 10 inches long. Muscles contract along the 

esophagus, pushing the food toward the stomach. This action is called 

peristalsis. The esophagus is a tube that passes food from the pharynx to 

the stomach.

The next stop is the stomach, an organ that acts as a sac and holds 

food. The stomach has three layers of muscles around its walls. Al though the 

stomach is small when it is empty, it can expand and become large enough 

to hold 1 .5 liters of food. When food reaches the stomach, enzymes are

Digestive system
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Name:



There are ____ 
stages in the 
digestive system. 
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Once food becomes 
___, a soup-like 
substance, it travels 
to the small intestine. 

What is the upper 
part of the small 
intestine called? 

The ___is a tiny tube 
attached to the large 
intestine that stores 
good bacteria.

Chyme

Appendix 

Epiglottis

Hemoglobin

Bile

Larynx

Pharynx

Gall bladder Epiglottis

Duodenum

Aorta

Trachea



The stomach has ___ 
layers of muscles 
around its walls. 
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Placing food in your 
mouth is called ___.

What color is the 
gall bladder?

A tiny flap of 
cartilage called the 
___ automatically 
closes the windpipe. 
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5
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Exhaustion

Exhalation

Inhalation

Ingestion

Enzyme

Epiglottis 

Liver

Duodenum

Blue

Green

Red

Yellow3

3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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