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Reading #1 questions
1. How many states of matter are there?
A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6

2. What is another name for the water cycle?
A. Hex Cycle
B. Hydra cycle
C. Hydrologic cycle 
D. None of the above

Clue #1
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Of all the Earth’s water, the percent that can be found 
in oceans is…

NINETY  SIX

PERCENT

The Earth has had the same amount of 
water for hundreds of millions of years.  Water 
can be found in oceans, on land, in the 
atmosphere and in all three states of matter: 
solid, liquid and gas.

Liquid water can be found in oceans, lakes, 
rivers, streams, soil and underground. In solid 
form, ice can be found in snow, glaciers, and the 
North and South Poles. 

Water vapor, which is a gas, can be found 
in Earth’s atmosphere.

The world’s water moves through solid, 
liquid and gas forms in a continuous cycle called 
the water cycle. The water cycle is very 
important to our planet and helps to support 
plants and animal life. The water cycle is also 
called the H2O cycle or the hydrologic cycle.

The water cycle is the movement of water 
between the Earth’s surface and the air.  There 
are several steps in the water cycle which 
include: evaporation, transpiration, condensation, 
and precipitation.



Reading #2 questions

Clue #2

The Sun’s energy heats the surface of the 

Earth. Some of the water “evaporates” into the 

air, turning into a gas called “vapor.”  Hot water 

evaporates easier than cold water.

Evaporation occurs when water turns from 

a liquid into a gas.  Water vapor collects in the 

sky and forms clouds. In other words, water 

leaves the surface of the Earth and enters the 

atmosphere as a gas.  

Due to the heat from the sun, water can 

also be released into the atmosphere through 

plants.  The plants release water onto their 

leaves which then evaporates into vapor. This is 

known as transpiration.  The combination of 

evaporation and transpiration is known as 

evapotranspiration. 

Sublimation is a process when ice converts 

directly into water vapor without melting into a 

liquid form first.  The most common sources of 

sublimation are ice sheets and mountain ice caps.

True or false: Circle the answer.
3.  Hot water evaporates easier than cold water.

True         False

4. The Sun’s energy heats the surface of the 

Earth. 

True         False

5.  Evaporation occurs when water turns from a 

liquid into a solid. 

True         False
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The percent of water vapor in the atmosphere that 
comes from transpiration is…

. - . - .  - - - . . - - .  - . .    - .  - .      
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Final code certificate
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 95.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 5.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 20.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #3 Decoder #4
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1 2 3 4 5

1 D B E A C

2 K G H I/
J

F

3 L P N O M

4 T R U Q S

5 Y Z X V W

Go First, then go


