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: The Persian Empire, also known as the Achaemenid Empire, was one
:| of the greatest empires in ancient history. It was located in the Middle East,

:| mostly in the country known today as Iran. It was a very large and powerful

:| empire that ruled for over 200 years and stretched from the Balkan

:| Peninsula in Europe to India’s Indus Valley.

: The first recorded dynasty in Ancient Persia was the Median Dy

:| founded by Deioces. Persians called their kings ‘Shahanshah’ or ' |

:| meant King of Kings. The Achaemenid Empire followed the e.

:| Artaxerxes II was the longest reigning Persian King wHffAle@or ars.
: Cyrus II became the king of Persia in 550 BC wh
: | against King Astyages of Media. He ./,,,_’yw//’;///,/’,‘fu-
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| came the rule of his son Cambyses IIL.

: yiered Egypt's ancient capital of Memphis in 525 BC.
2| Th that brought Persia to its greatest power was the fourth king, King
: | Dar e Great. He dominated the surrounding lands and divided the

: | Persitin Empire into 20 ferritories or provinces called satrapies. Each one

: |had a governor called a satrap who ruled over the territory. The satraps

: |enforced the king's laws and faxes. The empire was governed from four
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capital cities. Darius unified the empire by introducing currency (money)
and building roads that made communication and movement easier for
business and trade. The Royal Road was the most famous road network,
strefching 1,700 miles from the Persian capifal of Susa. It fook about 90
days to walk the length of the road or nine days on horseback.

In 490 BC, King Darius tried to attack Greece aftfer they rebelled
against Persian rule. When he attempted fo take control of the city of
Athens, he was defeated at the Battle of Marathon. This began the
Wars which lasted 20 years. The fight for Greece's power, h
an easy one like the Persians thought. When King Darius fi
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conquer the Greeks, he failed and lost many ships and ers. B e
could finish planning his next attack, he pas n, King ,
followed with his attempts at con he Gree
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the o/é/; /:/’/z;; Granicus River. In 331 BC, Alexander burned the |
olis, the cere U ial capital of the Achaemenid Empire built under the |
ru arius. The Persepolis was built from special cedar wood and was  |:
sup by 36 wooden pillars. The Persepolis was Greek for "Persian City". |:

It was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 479.

N LJ

({ YELLOW |

What happ at t
of Al

was the
Persepolis?

(. PINK (>

What was the Royal
Road?

UNDERLINE (IN PASSAGE)
THEN DEFINE

unified -

irresponsible -

w

Think 1ok




ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

eSS SREIBEESRINNERS / r oion Mesopotamia

:| refers to the land in the Middle East (Southwest Asia) between the Tigris and | :
:| Euphrates Rivers. Because of its location between the rivers, the soil was
1| very fertile. The two rivers flowed into the Persian Gulf which is also known |
:| as “The Fertile Crescent” Mesopotamia is often called the “Cradle of
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Civilization" because it is where the first civilization was born. A civilizai 'f;‘f//// ///"////// /s
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Ay isdom, and magic). During this time, the Sumer invented the wheel,
/////////%/' lendar, and a number-based system.

: e Akkadians came after the Sumerians. The Akkadian ruler named

: |Sargon conquered the Sumer. He created the Akkadian Empire and brought

§ o*qm
: Jall of the Sumerian cities under the rule of one leader. Their language also
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became the primary one instead of the Sumerian language.

The city of Babylon was the most powerful city in Mesopotamian history.
The Babylonian's success would come and go, sometimes ruling much of the
Middle East. They were the first fo write down their laws and systems. The

Babylonian laws were created by King Hammurabi The laws became known as

;| IReiCadeiofHcmMMuRGbIGRAIRCIIAE282GWSI The Babylonian Empire lasted

:| for 260 years.
: Assyrians were similar to the Babylonians, with their success risin

:| falling. This group came from the northern areas of Mesopotamia. T

:| recorded Mesopotamia’s history on clay fablets. These fablets ia
know a lot about the history of Mesopotamia. The Assyriagmm
power in Mesopotamia for 300 years.
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ay, most Mesopotamian buildings and creations cannot be seen.
¢ | Bec tatues and structures were built using sun-dried bricks, the material
: | was ot very strong, and they did not last. In F12I Mesopotamia became the
: | kingdom of Iraq,
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