
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Athens was the largest and most power ful city-state located near the 

Aegean Sea in Greece. No one is enti rely sure when it was founded, but 

the earliest recorded history goes back about 3,400 years. The city of 

Athens has deep roots in Greek Mythology, but it was also a very 

important place in history.

According to Greek Mythology, the city of Athens used to be a region 

named Attica. The city of Attica hosted a competition to build a temple for 

a Greek god or goddess (deities). The end goal was to have a “protector” of 

their city. The contest was between Poseidon, the god of the sea, and 

Athena, the goddess of wisdom and warcraft. Both gave the city gi fts and 

the people judged who the temple should belong to. Poseidon gave the city 

a sal twater fountain and spring. It was beauti ful, but impractical. You can’t 

drink sal t water, cook with it, or water crops. Athena gave the city an olive 

tree. The tree was useful for shade, wood, and producing olives which could 

be eaten or made into oli ve oil for cooking. The people of Attica chose 

Athena as their patroness and dedicated the temple to her. 

Athens was founded when several city-states in Attica were united 

into one by the mythical King Theseus. Around 700 BC, the king was 

replaced by Archons or weal thy landowners who ruled together. The 

people li ved with their rules for a while, but eventually revol ted. This was 

the beginning of democracy, or rule of the people. 

The agora was the center of government with dedicated temples and 

government buildings. It was a meeting place for people to discuss 

philosophy, commerce, and government. It was the birthplace of 

democracy. Democracy was created by Cleisthenes, “the Father of 

Democracy.” Al though democracy was invented here, at that time, only 

men could vote. This new political system put the people in charge of laws, 

taxes, and government officials.

Athens
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Name:



How long did the 
Peloponnesian 
Wars last?
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7 years

17 years

27 years

37 years

What is a small 
group of ruling men 
called?

Who gave the city a 
sal twater fountain 
and spring? 

What was the 
center of 
government?

Oligarchy

Agora

Democracy

Dictatorship

Confederation

Theseus

Dionysus

Parthenon Athena

Poseidon

Theseus

Cleisthenes



Who was known as 
the “Father of 
Democracy”?
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Greece is also 
known as the “cradle 
of ___ civili zation.” 

Who was the 
goddess of wisdom 
and warcraft?

The city of Athens 
used to be a region 
named ____. 

Cronus

Dionysus

Theseus

Cleisthenes

Southern

Northern

Eastern

Western

Alexandria

Attica

Crete

Pandora

Artemis

Athena

Poseidon

Apollo3

3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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