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Washington would become a 
representative for Virginia in the fi rst and 
second Continental Congress. Washington 
was appointed as the Commander-in-Chief 
of the colonial forces in the Revolutionary 
War that began in May of 1775. Washington 
would fearlessly lead the Continental Army 
against the British for six long years. 

On Christmas Day in 1776, Washington 
and his troops led a surprise attack on the 
British when they crossed the Delaware 
River into New Jersey. The British were not 
prepared to fight and soon surrendered. 

In the winter of 1777-1778, Washington 
and the Continental Army set up camp at 
Valley Forge in Pennsylvania. The conditions 
were horrible and supplies, as well as food, 
were limited. New leaders were invited to 
train the men and the drill s made an 
immediate impact on their battle skill s.
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

The United States operated under the 
Articles of Confederation between 1781 and 
1789. This was the fi rst constitution, but it had 
many flaws. The word constitution simply 
means plan of government. The federal 
(national) government was not strong enough 
to do anything effectively. Under the Articles 
of Confederation, Congress had no real power 
to tax, regulate commerce (trade), or raise an 
army.

In 1787, the Constitutional Convention met 
in Philadelphia to discuss the Articles of 
Confederation. Here, Washington helped draft 
the U.S. Constitution to solve the problems of 
the Articles of Confederation. He was also 
elected as the fi rst President of the United 
States and served from 1789-1797. John Adams 
was elected as his Vice President. Thomas 
Jefferson served as his Secretary of State 
and Alexander Hamil ton served as the 
Secretary of the Treasury.
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In 1789 , Washington became the only 
president to ever be unanimously elected 
by 100% of the Electoral College. During his 
presidency, he set the example for how a 
president should act. It is said that 
Washington understood that his behaviors 
and actions would set the tone for all of
the future presidents. He hoped his 
presidency would be remembered for his 
fai rness and integrity. 

He helped the nation decide how to 
negotiate treaties and stay out of war with 
other countries. He also outlined how a 
president would use his Cabinet (group of 
advisors) to make informed decisions. He 
established other traditions, like the State 
of the Union speech. He offered annual 
speeches to discuss how the nation was 
doing. Washington also helped establish a 
banking system. 



7.

Washington was the only president not to…

Washington did not…

During Washington’s presidency, the nation’s temporary…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.What is the group of 
advisors to the president 
called?

A. College
B. Continental
C. Parliament
D. Cabinet

A. 50%
B. 70%
C. 85%
D. 100%

What percent of the 
Electoral College voted for 
Washington?

9. 10.

11. 12.

How many total years did 
Washington serve as 
president?

Where was Mount 
Vernon?

A. 4 years
B. 8 years
C. 12 years
D. 16 years

A. Massachusetts
B. Pennsylvania
C. Virginia
D. Maryland

A. our country
B. the Constitution
C. the Declaration
D. our liberties

A. 74
B. 84
C. 94
D. 104

Washington was honored 
as the “Father of ___.”

How many places were 
named after 
Washington? 

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

What kind of 
animals did 
Washington love?

capital was New 
York City

13424531  4233  143231

5532421431  3243345431

What political party 
did Washington 
belong to?
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