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Kublai Khan was born in Mongolia in 1215 , no one knows the exact date.  
Genghis Khan was his grand father and the ruler of the Mongol Empire.  The 
Mongols had come to power in China by sheer force.

Kublai was trained to be a hunter, fighter, and horseman at a young age.  
He also studied Confucianism and Buddhism (ancient Chinese phil osophies).  
He and his family li ved in a round tent called a yurt.

Kublai’s brother, Möngke, became the Great Khan of the Mongol Empire 
in 1251 .  Mongke appointed Kublai to be the ruler of an area in Northern 
China, while he set out to conquer thei r enemies in the south.  Kublai 
established the new northern capital of Shangdu.  Kublai was surrounded by 
Chinese advisers and exposed to Chinese cul ture during his rule in the north.  
Within a few years, his brother asked him to help conquer southern China 
and the Song Dynasty. 

In 1252 , Mongke ordered Kublai to attack the Yunnan province and 
conquer the Dali Kingdom. Kublai spent over a year preparing for his fi rst 
military campaign.  Al though it took three years, by the end of 1256 Kublai 
had conquered Yunnan. Kublai continued to expand the empire due to his 
advanced military skills.

In 1259 , while in battle with the Song, Kublai learned that his brother 
had been killed.  Kublai agreed to a treaty with the Song and returned north.  
He learned that his younger brother Ariq Böke called a meeting of royal 
families in Karakorum, the Mongol capital.  There, he was named the Great 
Khan.  Kublai disputed his brother’s claim and held his own kuril ta (assembly) 
where he named himsel f Great Khan in 1260.

The disputed claims of Ariq Böke and Kublai led to a ci vil war.  The 
brothers fought for four years before Kublai's army finally won.  Ariq 
surrendered to Kublai in Shangdu in 1264 .  Kublai spared his brother’s li fe but 
ordered the execution of his brother’s supporters.  Kublai was crowned the 
Great Khan.

As the Great Khan, Kublai wanted to conquer all of southern China.  He 
raided southern cities of the Song dynasty using a trebuchet.  A trebuchet is 
a type of catapul t.  These catapul ts all owed the Mongol army to hurl huge 
rocks onto the cities of the Song.  Part of the Song Dynasty was defeated.
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Kublai Khan moved the empire’s capital from Karakorum to Dadu.  Dadu 
is now modern-day Beijing.  A palace was buil t inside Dadu and in the 
southern city of Shangdu (Xanadu).

Kublai Khan’s rule was di fferent than previous rulers. Khan adopted 
many Chinese systems and traditions even though he and his Mongols did 
not want to become Chinese.  He ruled the Mongol Empire with a mixture of 
Mongolian and Chinese ideals.  The Mongols were skilled warriors and the 
Chinese contributed good governance.

Khan made improvements to roads and canals, practiced religious 
tolerance and used paper money called chao to trade and expand in the 
West.  He encouraged foreign trade along the Silk Road.  The Silk Road was a 
trade route that went from China to Eastern Europe used by Marco Polo and 
other trade merchants.  Khan’s people were free to choose thei r own 
spi ritual beliefs.  Islam, Buddhism and Shamanism (religion of the Mongols) 
became minority religions.

Khan divided his population into four social classes. The Mongols were 
at the top and were exempt from taxation.  Next, was the central Asians 
followed by the northern Chinese and the southern Chinese.  The laws were 
di fferent based on a person’s social class. The laws for the Chinese were 
very harsh.  The laws for the Mongols were almost non-existent.  The lower 
classes were constantly overtaxed and unfairly punished.  His social 
structure eventually led to resentment from the lower Chinese classes.

In 1271 , Kublai Khan declared the start of the Yuan Dynasty of China.  
He declared himsel f as the fi rst Yuan emperor.  It took eight more years, 
but by 1279 , Kublai Khan had officially conquered the Song.  The Song 
dynasty was in power from 960–1279.

Khan became the fi rst Mongol to expand his empire and rule all of 
China.  The Yuan dynasty ruled over present-day Mongolia, China and Korea.  
The dynasty only lasted until 1368.  Khan had a jealous cousin named Kaidu 
who remained a threat during his reign. He consistently tried to unseat him 
by questioning how he received the power of Great Khan.

After several military l osses and the death of his wi fe, Khan began to 
drink and eat heavily.  He developed gout and died on February 18 , 1294.  
Gout is severe attacks of pain, swelling, redness and tenderness in the 
joints.  His grandson, Temur, became the next Great Khan and Yuan 
emperor. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What was the round 
tent called Kublai li ved 
in?

Who was Great Khan 
a fter Kublai?

What did Kublai die 
from?

What country was Kublai 
born in? 

What dynasty did he start 
in 1271?

What year did the Yuan 
dynasty end?

True  or  false
The Song dynasty was in 
power from 960 until 
1279.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Genghis Khan was 
Kublai’s son.

A.  China
B.  Brazil
C.  Tibet
D.  Mongolia

A.  Yuan
B.  Song
C.  Ming
D.  None of the above

A.  1361
B.  1492
C.  1368
D.  1345

By the end of 1256 Kublai 
had conquered Japan. 
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A.  Ig loo
B.  Lean-to
C.  Yurt
D.  Sartorius

A.  Temur
B.  Mongke
C.  Yuan
D.  Genghis Khan

A. Gout
B. Starvation
C. Poison
D. Arrows

The catapul t they used 
was called a trebuchet.

Kublai died on February 
18, 1294.

He developed his 
population into seven 
social classes.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

He moved the empire’s 
capital from Karakorum 
to Dadu.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Silk Road was a 
trade route.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

In 1252 , Mongke ordered 
Kublai to attack the 
Yunnan province. 


