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Guess the animal: They seem scary with giant mouths and sharp 
teeth. They swim in all oceans and are at the top of the ocean food 
chain. Can you guess what animal this is? SHARKS!

Sharks were around before dinosaurs, about 420 million years 
ago. Today there are about 500 species of sharks. Most people 
consider sharks dangerous, but only 25 of these species attack 
humans. So how have sharks outlasted other species over millions of 
years? Fi rst, they don' t have many other natural predators, except 
orcas (killer whales). An orca will attack great white sharks, but it is 
rare.

Sharks range in si ze from si x inches to 50 feet. Sharks do not 
have bones. Instead, their bodies are made of cartilage. This helps 
their bodies stay flexible while keeping the shark buoyant (afloat). The 
shark's body is shaped like a torpedo, which all ows them to move 
quickly in the water. These cold-blooded animals adapt to their 
surroundings. If the water is warm, sharks are warm. However, i f the 
water is cold, the shark will be cold. They li ve in the ocean, seagrass 
beds, coral reefs, and mangrove forests. In addition, they survive in cold 
water, warm water, and even freshwater. Bull sharks, for example, li ve 
in a mix of fresh and sal twater, or just freshwater.

A shark has fi ve styles of fins: dorsal fin, pectoral fin, pelvic fin, 
anal fin, and caudal fin. A shark's fin shape depends on its habitat. 
Generally, the fins help a shark change di rections, slow down, and 
accelerate.
• The dorsal fin is the most recogni zed. If the shark is close to the 

sur face, it sticks out of the water. Many sharks have two dorsal 
fins: a larger one and a smaller one further down the back. The 
dorsal fin balances the shark and prevents swaying from side to 
side.

• The two pectoral fins serve as "arms" on the side of the body near 
the front. Pectoral fins help sharks steer and float.
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• The two pelvic fins are found near the tail on the underside. These 
fins li ft the shark and prevent the shark from sinking.

• A shark's anal fin is closest to the tail on the underside. This fin 
prevents rolling sideways.

• The caudal fin is commonly known as the shark's tail. It propels the 
shark forward through the water.

Some other unique body features in a shark are the gills and skin. 
Sharks have fi ve to seven gills on each side of the body. The gills pull 
the oxygen from the water as the water moves to the shark's mouth. 
Finally, water is expelled through the gills. 

Meanwhile, a shark's skin is not smooth like a dolphin. Instead, the 
skin is covered in denticles, which are razor-sharp scales. These scales 
help reduce drag (resistance) in the water so sharks can swim faster.

Sharks are the most skilled predators in the ocean. They use their 
fi ve senses (and a bonus si xth sense!) and then charge to attack thei r 
prey. Thei r sense of smell is very strong. They can smell a drop of 
blood in the water from far away. They have excellent vision too. Sharks' 
eyes g low green, all owing them to see in the murky water. This is 
important because sharks are nocturnal, which means they are most 
active at night. Sharks use their teeth to feel the prey. They will often 
take a "test bite" to confirm they like and want something. Did you know 
that a shark only eats when he's hungry? He can skip eating for a day 
or even a month! Sharks have excellent hearing too. They hear deep 
sounds with a range of over 700 feet. Finally, a shark's si xth sense is 
called Ampullae of Lorenzini. This helps them feel electrical impulses in 
the water to hunt prey.

Sharks are known for their impressive jaws and sharp teeth. A 
shark loses a tooth approximately every eight days, so new teeth 
constantly replace the old ones. They will have up to 30,000 teeth 
because they constantly grow new ones.

All of these unique features have helped sharks, the largest fish in 
the sea, remain on earth for millions of years. Most sharks li ve for 
about 25 years, with some li ving to be 100 years old.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What word is used for 
animals that are active 
at night?

Which fin on a shark is 
the most recogni zed?

About how many years 
do most sharks li ve?

About how many species 
of sharks are there?

What fin is commonly 
known as the shark's 
tail?

What is a shark's skin 
covered in?

True  or  false
A shark loses a tooth 
approximately every eight 
days.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Killer whales are also 
known as black dolphins.

A.  5 , 000
B.  500
C.  100
D.  1 , 000

A.  Tejano
B.  Del toid
C.  Caudal
D.  None of the above

A.  Tentacles
B.  Slime
C.  Denticles
D.  Bones

Sharks eyes glow red.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

©  Think Tank 2020 

A.  Orca
B.  Pectoral
C.  Nocturnal
D.  Sartorius

A.  Dorsal
B.  Pectoral
C. Caudal
D.  Orca

A. 5
B. 25
C. 50
D. 2

A shark has 206 bones. Sharks range in si ze 
from 6 inches to 50 
feet.

A shark's si xth sense is 
called Ampullae of 
Lorenzini.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The pectoral fins serve 
as "arms" on the side of 
the body.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Sharks are warm-
blooded animals

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The gills of a shark pull 
the oxygen from the 
water.


