
The Louisiana Purchase is an important part of United States history. 

It more than doubled the si ze of the country and paved the way for 

exploration and people li ving in the central part of the current United 

States of America. 

During the French and Indian War, which began in 1754 , Great 

Britain’s colonists fought France to determine the border of their 

territories. Both sides had Native American allies. There was a lot of 

disagreement about land. Finally, the British colonists won the war and 

claimed the disputed land near the Great Lakes as their own. The war 

ended in 1763 with the signing of the Treaty of Paris.

France owned the land from New Orleans at the mouth of the 

Mississippi River, northeast near the Great Lakes, and northwest to what 

is now Montana. The French owned more land on the North American 

continent than either the British or the Spanish. 

Spain owned the land West of French Louisiana. They also owned the 

land that is now Mexico and all the land North to present-day Oregon and 

West along the coast. Spain was a weaker force in Europe at that time, 

though. They allied themselves with France so the French armies could 

help protect their landholdings from Great Britain. With their partnership, 

Spain secretly gave all of its land to France. 

Meanwhile, the British colonists decided they wanted to run their 

own nation. The British King, King George III, taxed the people unfairly. 

They began to question why a king who lived across the ocean was in 

charge. During the Revolutionary War, the people in the British colonies 

fought for independence from Great Britain starting in 1775. The colonists 

won, and the United States became a new nation. 

The land of the United States now included the land from the East 

coast of the continent all the way to the Mississippi River. However, New
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Who did the U.S. 
buy the Louisiana 
Territory from?
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Great Britain

Spain

France

Mexico

When did the 
French and Indian 
War begin?

What president 
made the Louisiana 
Purchase?

Jefferson sent James 
Monroe and Robert 
___ to France to try to 
negotiate.

1754

Livingston

1787

1776

1732

Revere

Madison

Barnes Adams

Jefferson

Madison

Monroe



At the time, who 
was the leader of 
France?
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___ owned the land 
West of French 
Louisiana. 

Thomas Jefferson 
bought the land for 
$___ million.

At the time, who 
was the leader of 
Great Britain?

Jacques Chirac

Charles de 
Gaulle

Thomas Jefferson

Napoleon 
Bonaparte

Germany

Ireland

Amsterdam

Spain

King James I

King George III

Napoleon 
Bonaparte

Thomas Jefferson

10

15

20

253
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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Click on each icon!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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