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The number of senators is always the 
same, though it hasn’t always been that way. 
The fi rst Senate, in 1789 , only had 22 
members. Today, there are 100 senators at any 
given time in the Senate. All states have two 
senators regardless of population or 
geographic si ze. The senators represent the 
interests of their own state in the Senate. 

There are requirements to be a senator 
listed in the Constitution. A senator must be 
30 years old, must have been a U.S. citi zen for 
at least the last nine years, and must be a 
legal resident of the state that they are 
representing. Senators serve a six-year term. 
The senator can serve as many terms as they 
like because there is no term limit, as long as
they are re-elected. Every two years, an 
election for senators is held. In this election, 
only one-third of the senators will be voted on. 
This means that the elections are staggered 
for the Senate. 
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The head of the Senate is the Vice 
President of the United States. However, the 
Vice President’s only job in the Senate is to 
break a tie, should there be a split decision. 
When the Vice President is not breaking a tie, 
the leader of the Senate is the President Pro 
Tempore. 

There are also other leadership roles in 
the Senate. The majority leader will be 
elected by senators of the largest political 
party, such as Democratic or Republican. The 
minority leader is elected by the senators 
who make up the second-largest political 
party. 

Throughout its history, the United States 
Congress has met in New York City, 
Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C. The 
permanent location of Washington D.C. was 
established in the Residence Act of 1790. 
Today, the Senate meets in the Capitol 
Building in Washington D.C.
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While the Senate has many di fferent 
roles and responsibilities, the main task is 
to vote on new legislation (laws). They do 
this in conjunction (together) with the 
House of Representatives. While the House 
of Representatives has unique powers, so 
does the Senate. This division of powers 
helps ensure a system of checks and 
balances. 

The Senate has the sole power to 
rati fy (approve) treaties with a two-thi rds 
vote. The Senate also works to operate 
impeachment hearings. A two-thirds 
majority vote is necessary for conviction. 
The Senate also assists the President in 
picking cabinet members, ambassadors, 
Supreme Court justices, and military 
leaders with a majority vote. 
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7.

The fi rst "Fi rst Lady" to be elected…

In 1986, from the chamber of the Senate was the fi rst…

The first Black Senator was…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.What does the word 
‘rati fy’ mean?

A. To approve
B. To deny
C. To suggest
D. To cancel

A. One-fourth
B. One-hal f
C. Two-thi rds
D. Three-fourths

In an impeachment 
hearing, a ___ vote is 
necessary for conviction. 

9. 10.

11. 12.

The strategy of 
prolonging a vote is 
called a ___.

What amount is needed 
by Congress to override 
a veto?

A. Legislation
B. Conviction
C. Impeachment
D. Filibuster

A. One-fourth
B. One-hal f
C. Two-thi rds
D. Three-fourths

A. Young lad
B. New laws
C. Old man 
D. Upper house

A. Pennsylvania
B. New York
C. Cali fornia
D. Texas

What does the word 
‘senator’ mean?

What state did Robert 
Morris represent in 
1788?  

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

Who was the fi rst 
woman to be elected 
to the Senate?

Hiram Revels 
of Mississippi
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When was the Senate 
chamber fi rst 
televised?
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