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1 Before the Oregon Trail, Indigenous groups had '
already been living on the land for thousands of |
years. The history of the Oregon Trail is often one- (]

sided. The real Oregon Trail wasn't a positive story for
everyone. The arrival of settlers and the impact on

those Indigenous groups was devastating. They were O H O R 1T P G
ravaged.by disease, vilages were burned,.they were S A S S A E S
y The first people to make their way West in O QUE S —ION TR A I L S
covered wagons were Christian missionaries [
wanting to spread their faith to Native Americans.
Lewis and Clark had proved through their expedition T NG H
(1804-1806) with the Corps of Discovery that people 2 E C O R D 1 S E E T
could make it from Missouri to the Pacific Ocean.
While those first missionaries, Marcus Whitman and |+
his wife, proved that men and women could move AN SWER K EY
their whole lives and families out West. Joel Walker |z
was the first non-missionary settler to complete the
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Journey because it was a path through the
eX|sT|ng landscape ond rugged Terrcun Mony
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7 )Mony people sold all they had and packed as

much as they could into their covered wagon for — ANSWER SHEET
the trip. Most people joined other wagons m
heading west in what were called Wagon Trains.

Wagon Trains were good because pioneers THIS SCAVENGER HUNT HAS TWA

: Part I Kids wil read 10 short passages whi
could stay together for better protection along A e

the trail from Native Americans who were rightly students will need to write them down on fl
unhappy with the pioneers taking over their land. Part 2: Using the code word on each reag
The Wagon Trains usually consisted of 20-40 Uscrombiecing letens It gray doxegy
wagons and families. All you have to do is print the I0 reading @

hide them! The more difficult the readingl
‘ Q Lewis and Clark's expedition CODE more FUN the kids have AND the longer tf
was the Corps of . WERD Fou will need to print [BISGENE] for EVERY:

?) Eort Lafbmie in W B VCABULARY PRCTICE :‘....::'...... .......................‘..ﬁ.....

i h H DIGIT Next, using the numbers in the FOUND
pioneers the OPpOFTL Directions: Choose 5 words from the reading cards that are unfamiliar | | L\, C”:i:d‘w:m“k’”ifr A :'L ‘lt‘lﬁ
food and supplies. Ac or new to you ed the e se clues
Name
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FINAL ANSWER:

Eliminate numB

‘ L—_& The Oregon Trail is ¢ 1\ th the lette)
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1 ) Before the Oregon Trail, Indigenous g
already been living on the land for thg
years. The history of the Oregon Trail |
sided. The real Oregon Trail wasn't a posi
everyone. The arrival of settlers and th
those Indigenous groups was devastating
ravaged by disease, villages were burne
forced to abandon their own language,
culture. English expansion meant a greof/
way of life. Many wrongly believe that f,
Indigenous people coexisted 17

& |
) Q In 1843, the Great —__ Took/

3)

The first people to make their way West in
covered/wy*’ “\‘Qﬂqn missionaries
wormn/o/ e Americans
\qxpedmc
eople
n.

ad proved thro
with the Corps of Discover
d make it fr lissouri to the Pacifl
ile those first missionaries, Marcus Whitm
his wife, prc n and women could m
their who nd families out West. Joel Wa
was the first non-missionary settler to complete t
trig Oregon Trail in 1840.

regon Trail was a
— month journey.

) The Oregon Trail is an |mpok
U.S. history and the settlen

American West. In the 1800's, R
thousands of pioneers made t
covered wagons on the 2,000\
Oregon Trail. The trail crossed \\

Z)Mony people sold all they
much as they could into t
the trip. Most peopl

heading west in wha

Wagon Trains
could stay tog

ers of the wagon train were cal
asters, Cowboys would ride alo|
side and help when needed. There wereg
scouts that rode ahead to see what the !
was like. The most difficult part of the jq
west was getting through the Sierra Nevd
Rocky Mountains. Chimney Rock was a lan
used to warn the settlers that the trail wg
steep as they headed to the Rocky Moul

s

———_ Rock is a large granite stone
with thousand of signatures.
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In 1843, the Great Migration took place.
Marcus Whitman left his new home in
Oregon to seek more funding for his
mission. He joined a wagon train when h
went home again that successfully got
agons and more than [,000 people s

A
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The Oregon Trail was a very difficult
Jjourney because it was a path through the
existing landscape and rugged terrain. Many
travelers carved their names in stones along

the trail. A large granite stone in Wyoming
called Independence Rock had thousands of

signatures.
CODE
WORD
\..o
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PPort of the struggle of the Oregon Trail was the
five-month journey that had to be endured. Planning

travel for months along the trail left several things to
| be considered. Pioneers had to plan for all types of
ecﬂher how they would find enough food, and take care

/ of the needs of their family on the trip. That meant
hundreds of pounds of dry groceries like sugar, flour,
salt, bacon, and coffee. It also meant they needed to
pack ammunition and weapons so they could hunt for

Wagon ——__ usually consisted of
20-40 wagons and families.

ANSWER SHEET

food and supplies. “Accidents h¢

while crossing rivers, lightning {

were dangerous. The biggest

the Oregon Trail was cholera, a

infection that could cause death
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The Oregon Trail is an important

of the ——_ of the American Wg

dehydration.

FINAL WORD A‘NSWER:

!_o)Covered wagons or 'Prairie Schoon
often pulled by oxen and mules. Oxen
but had great strength. They could al
in an emergency. Oxen were less exp|
horses. Since the wagons weighed U
pounds, many settlers walked along
wagons.
The Oregon Trail is how hundreds of {
immigrants made their way across thi
the country into the West for a bg

s
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One landmark that travelers
used was Chimney —__.

SEEESEEEEEEEEERDS

4 DIGIT (WDE /
 §
£

[\3\.‘

1

ng

)
Elin o
-
o
o

FINAL
What 4 numb
Mo* der you

e ——



‘m L \,.‘a |/ B.!.’J, E=a .
\"" b \h { 23398335,

Y
X0 s

| A 2
L

3 X

AT
\ g i
= 1 5
2N 3

STUDENTS WILL
RECORD THEIR
CODE WORDS

1 STUDENTS WILL
FINAL WORD ANSWER: l RECORD WHERE
: THEY FOUND THE

v : ANSWER

@ ol STUDENTS WILL
. QE® UNSCRAMBLE
| /¥’ A MYSTERY WORD

STUDENTS WILL
—[| ‘%) FOLLOW CLUES

reoraaryouseareme |__{L_{|_NO || | TO REVEAL THE
_ U-DIGIT CODE
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HOW IT WORKS

Students work individually (or in pairs)
and visit |0 reading cards scattered
around the room.

Students read the passage and look at
the question at the bottom labeled ——
"code word". . 35 the conks X

The code word for THAT card number
will lead them to a different card. But
here's the catch... students will NOT
know where to find the code word
answer so they will have to skim,
browse and revisit the reading cards
several times to find the answer they
are seeking.




COMBINATION

Th|s scavenger huntisa
winning combination of:

movement

close reading
comprehension skills
mystery words & codes
citing evidence

critical thinking

Everything a teacher dreams of wrapped
up intfo one FUN and engaging activity!




- OPTIONS

#" ANTICIPATORY . ;
* EADIY FINKL 4" MOVIMIN

‘ 2 COSS-CURCLI
2N 2 L INNG

#* DADINER WORK
# ENRICHMENT
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