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6. The most popular Christmas decoration in the 

Philippines is ‘___________________________.’ 

7. In ____________________________________, families 

exchange books on Christmas Eve.

8. In Ukraine, people can't start eating the meal 

until the first __________________ is seen in the sky.

Reading #3 questions

Clue #3
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The Philippines festival began in …

Fill in the blankUkraine: Christmas in Ukraine is celebrated 
on January 7th.  Families decorate their 
Christmas trees with spider webs similar to 
Halloween.  Ukrainians believe that a magic 
spider will visit poor families and turn the webs 
into gold and riches.  People often fast all day 
because they can't start eating the meal until 
the first star is seen in the sky.
Iceland: Families exchange books on 
Christmas Eve and spend the evening reading 
books and eating chocolate.  The holiday 
tradition is called Jolabokaflod, which means 
“The Christmas Book Flood.” 
Philippines: The most popular Christmas 
decoration in the Philippines is 'parol.’  Parol is 
a bamboo pole or frame with a lighted star 
lantern on it.  It is made from bamboo strips 
and colored Japanese paper which represents 
the star that guided the Wise Men.  Here they 
hold the “Giant Lantern Festival.”  The festival 
attracts people from all over the world.



Reading #4 questions

Clue #4

9. What do they throw on the ceiling in Slovakia?
A. Brooms
B. Soap
C. Noodles
D. Pudding

10. What is Santa Claus known as in Russia?
A. Grandfather Frost
B. Svätý Mikuláš
C. Jeptas
D. None of the above
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In Slovakia, Christmas dinner is known as 'velija’ and 
includes…

14 55 31 13 45 31

11 42 54 32 31 54

Marshall Islands: People begin to prepare 
for Christmas in April.  On Christmas Day 
Jeptas, or teams, hold singing and dancing 
competitions.  The Jeptas practice for months.  
They build piñatas which hold little presents such 
as money and soap.
Russia: Christmas in Russia is normally 
celebrated on January 7th.  They know Santa 
Claus as Grandfather Frost.  He delivers presents 
at midnight on New Year’s Eve.  People commonly 
eat 'sochivo' or 'kutia’ - a porridge made from 
wheat or rice. Kutia is sometimes eaten from 
one common bowl, to symbolize unity. 
Slovakia: In Slovakia, Santa is known as Svätý 
Mikuláš. One tradition is to clean the house and 
windows to get ready for Christmas.  Another 
tradition is for the oldest male of the family to 
take a spoonful of pudding and throw it on the 
ceiling.  The more that sticks, the better the luck 
in the year to come.  Christmas dinner begins 
with ‘Oplatky’ - small bread wafers and a 
blessing.



Final code certificate

©Think Tank Too 2020

Th
is

 c
er

ti
fi

ca
te

 g
oe

s 
to

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

Fo
r 

do
in

g 
th

ei
r 

be
st

 
at

 s
ol

vi
ng

 p
uz

zl
es

 
a

nd
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e 

bo
x!The number found in 

Puzzle #1 MINUS 1965.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 70.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 1900.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 10.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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N=N Y=Y E=E

V=V S=s R=R

T=T A=A I=I

D=D H=H X=X

T


