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The Renaissance began in Florence, Italy somewhere between 1350 
and 1400. Many people in Italy were very weal thy and willing spend thei r 
money. Business owners and merchants displayed thei r weal th by giving 
financial support to artists and craftsmen. This inspired the spirit of 
artistic competition.

The fall of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the Middle Ages. 
Advances and progress in science, art, and government were lost during 
the Middle Ages. They referred to this part of the Middle Ages as the Dark 
Ages. The start of the Renaissance brought the Middle Ages to an end.

Scholars started taking an interest in Ancient Rome and Roman 
cul ture. The Renaissance provided a new light, a time to "come out of the 
dark". The word "Renaissance" means "rebirth". It was a rebirth for 
science, education, literature, art and music.

Many believe the Renaissance began with the printing press 
invention of Johannes Gutenberg. The printing press created, printed and 
made books and written materials available. The Renaissance produced 
some of the greatest artwork and artists in history.

Humanism played a big role during the Renaissance. Humanism was 
a cul tural movement, an idea that everyone should seek to be educated in 
arts, science and literature. It was a time when human emotions were 
expressed in the form of art. It made the people think about thei r own 
li ves and less on spiritual ideas.

Francesco Petrarch was known as the "Father of Humanism”.  He 
studied Ancient Rome’s poets and philosophers. His poetry became 
inspirational to other writers. This new idea about education and 
emotional art quickly spread to Venice, Rome and Milan, Italy. Eventually, 
new ideas spread throughout Europe.

One of the most prominent and weal thy families was the Medici 
family. They used thei r weal th to sponsor new artists and help fund the 
humanist movement. The Medici family became weal thy from banking, 
mining and trade. Michelangelo was one of the new artists who benefited
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from the Medici family.
The Medici family paid Fili ppo Brunelleschi to build a massive domed 

cathedral in Florence. Brunelleschi studied ancient Roman ruins to help 
create his unique architecture. Architecture during the Renaissance 
combined per fect mathematical proportions, domes, and classic columns.

Giotto di Bondone was the fi rst Renaissance painter in Florence, 
Italy. He broke away from the typical Byzantine style painting and tried 
something new. Bondone painted people and objects that looked natural, 
not abstract. His paint style became known as realistic painting.

A major Renaissance writer was Dante Alighieri. Dante wrote the 
Divine Comedy in the early 1300s. His book is considered the greatest 
piece of literature, written in Italian.

Raphael was a painter and architect born in Italy. When Raphael 
was seventeen he moved to the city of Perugia, where he worked under a 
famous artist named Pietro Perugino.

Raphael's artistic fame spread to Rome. Pope Julius II invited 
Raphael to decorate some rooms in the Vatican. Raphael painted his 
greatest work called The School of Athens. Raphael also did The Sistine 
Madonna, an oil painting in 1513. The most famous part of the Madonna are 
cheribum or two angels. These angels have been featured on stamps and 
t-shirts.

Michelangelo Buonarroti was a famous artists from the Italian 
Renaissance, born on March 6, 1475. He studied Roman architecture, art 
and sculpture. He created the statue of David which shows realistic 
muscles, joints and veins.

The works of Michelangelo include the paintings in the Sistine 
Chapel. Pope Julius II asked him to paint the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel 
in 1508. He also designed the dome on top of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Leonardo da Vinci, a Renaissance man, was a painter, sculptor, 
architect, inventor, and writer. Leonardo created the most famous painting 
in the world, The Mona Lisa.

The term Renaissance Man refers to a person that was talented in 
many areas. Leonardo’s Mona Lisa shows his mastery of two new painting 
techniques. Sfumato blends colors to create a smoky effect. Chiaroscuro 
uses light and dark to create a three-dimensional effect.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What year did Raphael 
paint the Sistine 
Madonna?

In what city did 
Brunelleschi build a domed 
cathedral?

Which family used their 
weal th to sponsor new 
artists?

In what country did the 
Renaissance begin?

What does the word 
Renaissance mean?

What is the fi rst name 
of the Divine Comedy 
writer?

True  or  false
The Sistine Chapel ceiling 
was painted in 1508.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The printing press was 
invented by Pietro 
Perugino.

A.  Germany
B.  Italy
C.  United States
D.  Scotland

A.  Wealth
B.  Artistry
C.  Rebirth
D.  None of the above

A.  Phili ppe
B.  Michelangelo
C.  Raphael
D.  Dante

Dante Alighieri created 
the Statue of David.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

©  Think Tank 2020 

A.  1513
B.  1542
C.  1523
D.  1497

A.  Venice
B. Milan
C.  Rome
D.  Florence

A. Petrarch
B. Sfumato
C. Decimi
D. Medici

Before the Renaissance 
was the Middle Ages.

Giotto di Bondone was 
the fi rst Renaissance 
painter in Florence.

Chiaroscuro blends 
colors to create a smoky 
effect. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Mona Lisa is the 
most famous painting in 
the world.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Raphael decorated 
some rooms in the 
Vatican.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Bondone's paint style 
became known as 
impressionism painting.


