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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
Thoth was the god of knowledge.

T    F

T    F
There were 42 dynasties in ancient Egypt.

T    F

T    F
Pyramids were always built to the east of the Nile 

River. 
T    F

T    F
Pyramids were built as a burial and memorial for 

pharaohs. 
T    F

T    F
The mortuary temple was built to worship a dead 

pharaoh.
T    F

T    F
Pyramids were very large, usually having tunnels & 

chambers. 
T    F

T    F
The largest pyramid was the Great Pyramid of 

Ra. 
T    F

T    F
The word pharaoh means “great man”.

T    F

T    F
The pharaohs would be placed in the pyramids as 

mummies.
T    F

Egyptian Pyramids Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

The base of a pyramid was always a 
perfect square.
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Egyptian Pyramids

© Think Tank

Ancient Egypt was a civili zation that lasted over 3000 years 
l ocated along the Nile River in northeast Africa. A civili zation is a 
group of people who have thei r own cul ture and way of li fe. This 
civili zation was one of the longest and most power ful ones in history. 
They are well known for thei r pyramids, which were buil t as a burial 
and memorial for pharaohs. Pyramids were large structures buil t out 
of rocks and limestone with four triangular sides coming to a point 
on top. 

Ancient Egyptians had many beliefs. Thei r religion had many 
gods, each one representing di fferent parts of li fe such as the sun 
(Ra), the sky (Horus) and knowledge (Thoth). Alongside the gods, there 
were individuals called pharaohs. Pharaohs were the kings, or rulers, 
of Ancient Egypt. They were also the leader of religion. The word 
pharaoh means "great house." Ancient Egypt included 31 dynasties 
with likely over 170 pharaohs. Pharaohs were held at a very high 
standard and seen almost as gods. Two types of temples were buil t 
in Ancient Egypt. The Cul tus was a temple buil t to house a speci fic 
god and the Mortuary temple was buil t to worship a dead pharaoh.

Another belief Ancient Egyptians had was that thei r souls never 
died. When they passed away, thei r souls remained ali ve in the 
afterli fe. They also believed that in order for pharaohs to succeed in 
the afterli fe, they had to be buried with thei r worldly items such as 
thei r treasures, clothes, food, and more. They would use these items 
after they passed away. As a place to be buried and to keep thei r 
items, pharaohs buil t pyramids for themselves. 

Pyramids were very large, usually having tunnels and chambers 
(rooms) for di fferent purposes. Since there were treasures and items 
stored away for the pharaohs to use in the afterli fe, there would be a 
chamber dedicated for those. The walls would usually be covered in 
picture carvings and hieroglyphics, Ancient Egypt’s form of writing


