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Spies of the Civil War: The Civil War was a fight between the north and 
the south. Union soldiers of the north and Confederate soldiers of the south 
sometimes recruited spies. Each side hoped that they would gain advantages 
by knowing what the opposite team was planning.

Spies sought information on troop movements, numbers of soldiers, and 
the army. This information was known as “intelligence.” Generals used this 
intelligence to determine whether or not to attack. It also helped them decide 
where to strike. Sometimes it even led them to retreat or pull back.

Confederate Operations: Confederate spies were more organi zed than 
Union spies. Most Confederate spies were actually government or army 
members from the North. They wanted the South to win. 

Confederate spies set up a spy network in Washington, D.C. Many people 
in this area supported the South, so it made sense. The Confederate Signal 
Corps had a secret intelligence agency called the Secret Service Bureau. 
Couriers (messengers) passed information along the “Secret Line” between 
Washington, D.C. to Richmond, Vi rginia. The Secret Service Bureau even shared 
coded messages to Canada and Europe.

The Confederate Signal Corps used flags to share information about the 
North. They displayed the flags in a way to show the movement of the Union 
troops and artillery.

Confederate Spies: Some Confederate soldiers and caval rymen served 
as “scouts.” John Sing leton Mosby was nicknamed the “Gray Ghost.” J.E.B. Stuart 
was called “the eyes of the army” by General Robert E. Lee.

Thomas Jordan was a Confederate spy early on in the Civil War. He was 
a West Point graduate before the war. “Rebel Rose” O’Neal Greenhow, also, 
favored the South. She was a widow with high social status. Rebel Rose was 
friendly with politicians from the North, including Secretary of State William 
Seward and Senator Henry Wilson from Massachusetts. Because of her 
friendship with these leaders, she was able to spy for the South. Greenhow 
sent secret messages across the Potomac River in July of 1861 . Bettie Duvall, 
dressed like a farm gi rl, deli vered those messages to Jordan. General P.G.T. 
Beauregard considered this smuggled information to be the reason for his 
success at the Fi rst Battle of Bull Run in July 1861 . Greenhow was eventually 
captured and spent 5 months in prison.
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Confederate spy Belle Boyd spied on officers and soldiers who stayed at 
her father’s hotel in Vi rginia. She also smugg led intelligence to General 
Stonewall Jackson in 1862. Belle Boyd began spying for the Confederacy when 
she was just 17 years old. She was eventually caught.

Henry Harrison was a spy for General James Longstreet. His information 
led General Robert E. Lee to prep for the Battle of Gettysburg.

Union Spies: Union spies were far less organi zed. They hi red detecti ves 
and others to gather useful information. General George McClellan hi red Allan 
Pinkerton, a pri vate detective. Pinkerton gathered information for McClellan. 
After McClellan was transferred to Washington, Pinkerton established a spy 
operation in mid-1861 . He called this operation the U.S. Secret Service. 

Lafayette C. Baker was another Union spy. He was known for identi fying 
Washington citi zens who supported the South. Phili p Henson was a scout and 
spy. Confederates confided in Henson and he shared the information with 
General Ulysses S. Grant. This info helped Grant win the Battle of Vicksburg.

Timothy Webster earned trust with Confederates, however, he was a 
double agent. Pinkerton sent Webster to Richmond, Vi rginia. There, he became 
close with Judah P. Benjamin.

More Espionage: Judah P. Benjamin was the Confederate secretary of 
war. Benjamin sent Timothy Webster to Bal timore, but Webster passed the job 
to Pinkerton and his staff. Webster became sick and Confederates captured 
him. Webster was the fi rst spy executed during the Civil War.

Eli zabeth Van Lew used her family farm in Richmond, Vi rginia to set up a 
spy operation. “Crazy Bett” hid secret codes inside bread, eggshells, and the 
soles of boots.

Women could not serve in the military during the Civil War. Therefore, 
Sarah Edmonds fi rst disguised hersel f as a man to join the Union army. From 
there, she volunteered to become a spy. Dr. Mary Edwards Walker spied for the 
Union when she crossed lines to treat ci vilians. Pauline Cushman, known as 
Miss Major Cushman, also spied for the Union. 

Other spies during the war include Harriet Tubman. She was the famous 
“conductor” of the Underground Rail road. They called her “Moses of her People” 
because she helped people escape from slavery.

In 1865 , Dr. Mary Edwards Walker was the only woman to receive the 
medal of honor.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

In what state did Van 
Lew have a family 
farm?

What was Rose O'neal
Greenhow's nickname?

How many months did 
Greenhow spend in 
prison?

What was John Singleton 
Mosby nicknamed?

Henry Wilson was 
senator for which state?

What year did Walker 
receive the Medal of 
Honor?

True  or  false
Bettie Duvall dressed up 
like a farm gi rl.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Soldiers from the south 
were called Union 
soldiers.

A.  White Ghost
B.  Green Goose
C.  Rebel Rose
D.  Gray Ghost

A.  New York
B.  Pennsylvania
C.  Massachusetts
D.  None of the above

A.  1865
B.  1835
C.  1880
D.  1860

Henry Harrison was a 
spy for General James 
Longstreet. 
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A.  Virginia 
B.  Massachusetts
C.  New Jersey
D.  Georgia

A.  Rebel Lily
B.  Angry Orchid
C.  Rebel Rose
D.  Upset Urn

A. 5
B. 12
C. 2
D. 36

Thomas Jordan 
graduated from West 
Point.

Timothy Webster was a 
double agent.

The Confederate Signal 
Corps used squirrels to 
share in formation. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Pauline Cushman was 
known as Miss Minor 
Cushman.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15J.E.B. Stuart was called 
“the eyes of the army”. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Belle Boyd was a Union 
spy.


