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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
John Smith introduced tobacco to Jamestown.

T    F

T    F
King George III financed the expedition to 

Jamestown.
T    F

T    F
Edward Wingfield was the first governor of 

Jamestown.
T    F

T    F
The early settlers of Jamestown lacked basic 

hunting and fishing skills.
T    F

T    F
The Anglo-Powhatan Wars lasted fourteen years.

T    F

T    F
Pocahontas married her captor, John Rolfe.

T    F

T    F
Jamestown was near the Hudson Bay area.

T    F

T    F
Three ships made the four month journey to 

Jamestown.
T    F

Jamestown Anticipation Guide
Read each statement and decide if it is true or false. Complete the left column before

the reading by circling the T for True or the F for false. Complete the right column after
you finish coloring. Did any of your answers change?
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King James I of England financed an expedition to establish a new colony in 
North America.  The king hoped that this new colony would prevent Spain from claiming new
land. He also wanted to be the first country to find a sailing route to Asia.  The king granted 
approval for businessmen, called the Virginia Company, to explore and settle new land.  In 
1606, King James I gave the Virginia Company the charter to establish a new colony. The 
Virginia Company was financed by private investors who expected a return on their 
investment.  They expected to find gold in the New World.  They also had hopes of making 
money by growing and making things in the new colony that they could ship back to England.  

The crew set sail on December 20, 1606 and the journey took four months. The 
expedition included 144 men.  The ships were named the Godspeed, 
Susan Constant and the Discovery. Captain Christopher Newport 
was in charge of the three ships.  The three ships first sailed to the
Canary Islands.  They then landed in Puerto Rico to stop for fresh
food and water.  From there, the ships headed north and landed at
Cape Henry in Virginia on April 26, 1607.

They landed near the Chesapeake Bay area on the banks of
the James River.  After landing in Virginia, the English settlers were
attacked by a Native American tribe.  They were angry that the men
were using their land.  The settlers knew they needed protection so they built a triangular 
shaped fort to defend themselves from all directions. They named the new area Jamestown 
in honor of King James 1 of England.  Jamestown was the first permanent English settlement 
in North America.  Edward Wingfield was the colony’s first governor.  He allowed the men to 
search for gold instead of establishing a settlement.

The settlers had a difficult time in Jamestown.  The climate and soil were 
different than England’s.  The location of Jamestown was chosen because settlers felt they 
could easily defend it against potential attacks.  In the long run, the site chosen for the fort 
later proved to be a disaster.  The men arrived in late summer and were unable to plant crops 
to have food to eat. In summer months, the land turned into swampy, poisonous waters full 
of mosquitoes.  In winter months, there was no protection from the harsh weather elements.  
Jamestown Colony was established in the middle of the Paspahegh territory.  Paspahegh was 
a tributary of the Powhatan tribe.  This lead to many conflicts with Native Americans.  Some 
settlers were killed or kidnapped by the Powhatan tribe.

Most of the Jamestown settlers were businessmen that lacked basic survival 
skills such as fishing, hunting or farming.  The first few years were very rough for the new 
settlers.  

Jamestown Colony
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King James I of England financed an expedition to establish a new colony in 
North America.  The king hoped that this new colony would prevent Spain from claiming new
land. He also wanted to be the first country to find a sailing route to Asia.  The king granted 
approval for businessmen, called the Virginia Company, to explore and settle new land.  In 
1606, King James I gave the Virginia Company the charter to establish a new colony. The 
Virginia Company was financed by private investors who expected a return on their 
investment.  They expected to find gold in the New World.  They also had hopes of making 
money by growing and making things in the new colony that they could ship back to England.  

The crew set sail on December 20, 1606 and the journey took four months. The 
expedition included 144 men.  The ships were named the Godspeed, 
Susan Constant and the Discovery. Captain Christopher Newport 
was in charge of the three ships.  The three ships first sailed to the
Canary Islands.  They then landed in Puerto Rico to stop for fresh
food and water.  From there, the ships headed north and landed at
Cape Henry in Virginia on April 26, 1607.

They landed near the Chesapeake Bay area on the banks of
the James River.  After landing in Virginia, the English settlers were
attacked by a Native American tribe.  They were angry that the men
were using their land.  The settlers knew they needed protection so they built a triangular 
shaped fort to defend themselves from all directions. They named the new area Jamestown 
in honor of King James 1 of England.  Jamestown was the first permanent English settlement 
in North America.  Edward Wingfield was the colony’s first governor.  He allowed the men to 
search for gold instead of establishing a settlement.

The settlers had a difficult time in Jamestown.  The climate and soil were 
different than England’s.  The location of Jamestown was chosen because settlers felt they 
could easily defend it against potential attacks.  In the long run, the site chosen for the fort 
later proved to be a disaster.  The men arrived in late summer and were unable to plant crops 
to have food to eat. In summer months, the land turned into swampy, poisonous waters full 
of mosquitoes.  In winter months, there was no protection from the harsh weather elements.  
Jamestown Colony was established in the middle of the Paspahegh territory.  Paspahegh was a 
tributary of the Powhatan tribe.  This lead to many conflicts with Native Americans.  Some settlers 
were killed or kidnapped by the Powhatan tribe.

Most of the Jamestown settlers were businessmen that lacked basic survival skills 
such as fishing, hunting or farming.  The first few years were very rough for the new settlers.  
During

Jamestown Colony

T
hi

nk
 T

an
k 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

0
19



Escape 
Rooms

Growth
Mindset

Back to
School

Holiday
Activities

Civics
U.S. 

History
Color by
Number

American
Revolution

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Growth-Mindset-ESCAPE-ROOMS-321677
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Back-to-School-292774
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Holiday-ESCAPE-ROOMS-321674
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/US-History-ESCAPE-ROOMS-321683
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Civics-ESCAPE-ROOMS-321676
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/American-Revolution-ESCAPE-ROOMS-321673
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkTankEscapeRooms/

