
What does “La dame de fer” 
mean?
A.  Friendship
B.  Steel tower
C.  Iron Lady
D.  Lady Liberty

How often is the Ei ffel Tower 
painted?
A.  Every 7 years
B.  Every 9 years
C.  Every 1 1 years
D.  Every 13 years
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TEXT  MARKINGEiffel  Tower
The Ei ffel Tower is located in Paris, France.  The famous 

landmark was buil t between 1887 and 1889 as an entrance to the 
World’s Fair.  The design for the tower was decided by a contest.  
Contestants submitted their designs.  The design of Alexandre 
Gustave Ei ffel was chosen as the winner.

The Ei ffel Tower is just over 1 , 000 feet tall (including 
the antennas at the top).  You can get to the top by climbing 1 ,665 
steps or by taking the elevator.

The nickname of the Ei ffel Tower is “La dame de fer” which 
means “Iron lady”.  The tower was created to symboli ze the 
centennial of the French Revolution.

The Ei ffel Tower was the tallest man-made structure in the 
world until 1930.  It was buil t with wrought i ron.  The tower is 
painted every seven years to protect the i ron from rust.

There are 20,000 light bulbs on the tower making it a beauti ful 
display at night.

Words to know
Underline (in passage)

Where is the Ei ffel Tower 
located?

How tall is the Ei ffel 
Tower?

How many light bulbs are 
on the tower?

What does the tower 
symboli ze?

Centennial - the 100th 
anniversary

Wrought - A tough i ron
easily formed into shapes

yellow

green

blue

pink



What does “La dame de fer” 
mean?
A.  Friendship
B.  Steel tower
C.  Iron Lady
D.  Lady Liberty

How often is the Ei ffel Tower 
painted?
A.  Every 7 years
B.  Every 9 years
C.  Every 11 years
D.  Every 13 years
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TEXT  MARKINGEiffel  Tower
The Ei ffel Tower is located in Paris, France.  The famous 

landmark was buil t between 1887 and 1889 as an entrance to the 
World’s Fair.  The design for the tower was decided by a contest.  
Contestants submitted their designs.  The design of Alexandre 
Gustave Ei ffel was chosen as the winner.

The Ei ffel Tower is just over 1 , 000 feet tall (including 
the antennas at the top).  You can get to the top by climbing 1 ,665 
steps or by taking the elevator.

The nickname of the Ei ffel Tower is “La dame de fer” which 
means “Iron lady”.  The tower was created to symboli ze the 
centennial of the French Revolution.

The Ei ffel Tower was the tallest man-made structure in the 
world until 1930.  It was buil t with wrought i ron.  The tower is 
painted every seven years to protect the i ron from rust.

There are 20,000 light bulbs on the tower making it a beauti ful 
display at night.

Words to know
Underline (in passage)

Where is the Ei ffel Tower 
located?

How tall is the Ei ffel 
Tower?

How many light bulbs 
are on the tower?

What does the tower 
symboli ze?

Centennial - the 100th 
anniversary

Wrought - A tough i ron
easily formed into shapes

yellow

green

blue

pink
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When was the fi rst chime of 
Big Ben heard?
A.  1857
B.  1858
C.  1859
D.  1860

How long did it take to fi x Big 
Ben after it cracked?
A.  4 years
B.  5 years
C.  6 years
D.  7 years
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TEXT  MARKINGBig  ben
Big Ben is a bell located in a clock tower in London, England.  

It can be found on the north end of the Westminster Palace. Many 
people think of the clock tower as Big Ben, but really it only refers
to the bell. Big Ben is the largest bell ever cast in England.  The 
fi rst chime of Big Ben was heard on July 11th, 1859.

To get to the Westminster Palace, Big Ben was carried on a 
horse-drawn carriage.  Crowds of people lined the streets cheering 
for the bell's arrival.

The Palace of Westminster is the home of the House of 
Parliament.  The House of Parliament is the building where 
politicians work to make important decisions for the country.

The clock tower has five bells. The biggest one (Big Ben) 
weighs 13 tons and chimes every hour.  Just two months after Big 
Ben chimed for the fi rst time, it cracked.  It took four years to fix 
Big Ben and a crack can still be seen today.  The sound of Big Ben 
can be heard from nine miles away.

Words to know
Underline (in passage)

What country is Big Ben 
located in?

What is the House of 
Parliament?

How many bells are in 
the clock tower?

How much does Big Ben 
weigh?

Cast - made from metal

Politicians - government 
workers

yellow

green

blue

pink



When was the fi rst chime of 
Big Ben heard?
A.  1857
B.  1858
C.  1859
D.  1860

How long did it take to fi x Big 
Ben after it cracked?
A.  4 years
B.  5 years
C.  6 years
D.  7 years
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TEXT  MARKINGBig  ben
Big Ben is a bell located in a clock tower in London, England.  

It can be found on the north end of the Westminster Palace. Many 
people think of the clock tower as Big Ben, but really it only refers
to the bell. Big Ben is the largest bell ever cast in England.  The 
fi rst chime of Big Ben was heard on July 11th, 1859.

To get to the Westminster Palace, Big Ben was carried on a 
horse-drawn carriage.  Crowds of people lined the streets cheering 
for the bell's arrival.

The Palace of Westminster is the home of the House of 
Parliament.  The House of Parliament is the building where 
politicians work to make important decisions for the country.

The clock tower has five bells. The biggest one (Big Ben) 
weighs 13 tons and chimes every hour.  Just two months after Big 
Ben chimed for the fi rst time, it cracked.  It took four years to fix 
Big Ben and a crack can still be seen today.  The sound of Big Ben 
can be heard from nine miles away.

Words to know
Underline (in passage)

What country is Big Ben 
located in?

What is the House of 
Parliament?

How many bells are in 
the clock tower?

How much does Big Ben 
weigh?

Cast - made from metal

Politicians - government 
workers

yellow

green

blue

pink
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Big  ben


