
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Greece is a country in southeastern Europe that still exists today. It is a 

peninsula surrounded on three sides by the Mediterranean Sea. The ancient 

Greeks referred to themselves as ‘Hellenes’ and the area of Greece was 

known as ‘Hellas'. Ancient Greece was the bi rthplace of modern philosophy, 

li terature, drama, mathematics, mythology, and the Olympic Games. The idea 

of democracy, or rule by the people, also came from ancient Greece. 

Historians often divide ancient Greece into three periods: the Archaic 

Period, the Classical Period, and the Hellenistic Period. The Archaic Period 

lasted almost 300 years and included the start of the Olympic Games, as well 

as Homer’s epic poems. The Classical Period was known for philosophers like 

Socrates and Plato. It was also during this time that the Parthenon, a temple 

dedicated to Athena, was completed. When Alexander the Great died, the 

generals divided his empire. The divisions led to fighting and began the 

Hellenistic Period. The Hellenistic Period ended with Rome's conquest of 

Egypt at the Battle of Actium. 

The ancient Greeks were not a united people. Instead, they li ved in 

roughly one hundred city-states, with Sparta and Athens being the most 

power ful. Each city-state had its own laws and government. Most city-states 

had an acropolis, or a city buil t on top of a hill. Warring between the city-

states was common with Athens and Sparta fighting the Peloponnesian War 

for 27 years. Soldiers in ancient Greece were called hoplites and wore up to 

70 pounds of armor. Male Spartans began military training around age 7 and 

were expected to serve until they were 60 years old. Sparta was focused on 

war, while Athens focused on literature, science, philosophy, democracy, and 

arts. Athens’ name came from Athena, the goddess of wisdom, war, and 

civili zation. 

Philosophy is an ancient Greek word that means ‘l ove of wisdom.’ 

Philosophers like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle studied big questions like “Why 

do people exist?” and “What does li fe mean?” 

Ancient Greece
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Name:



Spartan men served 
in the military until 
they were ____. 
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40

50

60

70

The ancient Greeks 
developed an 
alphabet for writing 
with ___ letters. 

Who was the King 
of Greek gods?

Historians often 
divide ancient Greece 
into ___ periods.

24

3

26

28

32

5

4

2 Poseidon

Zeus

Artemis

Hercules



When were the fi rst 
Olympic Games 
were held?
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Which period 
included Homer’s 
epic poems?

Ancient Greece was 
eventually conquered 
by the Romans at the 
Battle of ____.

Which temple was 
dedicated to 
Athena?

476 BC

576 BC

676 BC

776 BC 

Hellenistic

Laconia

Classical

Archaic 

Stadion

Parthenon

Colosseum

Hellenes

Oswego

Corinth

Sparta

Babylonia3

3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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