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Mt. Rushmore is a mountain located in the Black Hills in Keystone, South 
Dakota. Carved into the granite mountain are the faces of four U.S. Presidents: 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevel t, and Abraham 
Lincoln (left to right). This colossal sculpture was carved by over 400 people 
between October 4 , 1927, and October 31 , 1941 - over 14 years ! Over 2.3 million 
people visit the Mt. Rushmore National Memorial each year.

The Lakota Sioux called the Mt. Rushmore area the "Six Grand fathers." It 
was also called Cougar Mountain, Sugarloaf Mountain, Slaughterhouse 
Mountain, and Keystone Cli ffs. In 1885 , Charles E. Rushmore, a famous New York 
lawyer, visited the area. He was checking property titles for James Wilson's 
eastern mining company. It is said that Rushmore donated $5 , 000 (which 
would be $73,786 in 2020) toward the future sculpture around 1925. The name 
of the property changed to Mt. Rushmore, likely due to Rushmore's donation.

Jonah “Doane” Robinson, a South Dakota historian, is credited with the 
idea for the Mt. Rushmore National Memorial. In 1923, he wanted to draw in 
tourists to the area. He recruited Gutzon Borglum to sculpt the mountain. 
Initially, Robinson wanted to carve in The Needles area in the Black Hills in S. 
Dakota. However, Borglum thought the granite was terrible quality. Also, Native 
Americans in the area were against the idea. The Lakota Sioux said The 
Needles was sacred ground. Eventually, Borglum and Robinson chose the Mt. 
Rushmore area because it faced southeast and had maximum sun exposure. 
There were di fferent views on what should be carved into the hills. Robinson 
thought they should depict heroes of the West like Lewis and Clark and Bu ffalo 
Bill Cody. Borglum, however, thought American Presidents would draw in more 
visitors. On March 3, 1925, Congress authori zed the monument. President 
Calvin Coolidge insisted that Washington, two Republicans, and one Democrat 
be part of Mt. Rushmore. Borglum, his son, and 400 workers sculpted the 
memorial.

Sculpting Mt. Rushmore included using dynamite and honeycombing. 
Honeycombing requires drilling holes close together and removing pieces by 
hand. By the end, blasting removed 450, 000 tons of rock from the mountain.

Sometimes there were di fficul ties along the way. Thomas Jefferson was 
supposed to be to the right of George Washington (left as you look at the 
monument). The rock in this area, however, was too weak. The workers blasted
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what they had started and shi fted Jefferson to Washington's left (as you see 
him now).

Borglum's original plan had a secret room behind Lincoln's hai rline. He 
wanted a doorway to a chamber that would house America's essential 
documents. Unfortunately, Borglum died in March 1941 , before the monument 
was finished. Borglum also wanted a large inscri ption in the shape of the 
Louisiana Purchase next to Washington. The plan was to have nine of the most 
important events from 1776 to 1906 written in this area. The text would be hard 
to read, so the overall plan changed, and that's where they put Lincoln's head. 
Another idea by Borg lum was a "Hall of Records" chamber. This area would 
include important U.S. documents like the Constitution. There would also be 
busts of signi ficant Americans, including Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, 
Alexander Graham Bell, the Wright Brothers, and more.

On August 9 , 1998, four generations of the Borglum family installed 16 
porcelain enamel panels to "complete" Borglum's Hall of Records. Included on 
these panels were words from the Declaration of Independence, construction 
details and biographies, and the United States history. A teakwood box and 
titanium vaul t were lowered and buried with a 1 ,200 pound black granite 
capstone. On this capstone are the words from Borglum.

Each of the presidents on Mt. Rushmore represents something signi ficant 
in U.S. history:

Washington symboli zes the bi rth of the United States.
Jefferson symboli zes the growth of the United States, speci fically, 

westward expansion.
Roosevel t symboli zes the development of the United States and it’s 

growing strength.
Lincoln symboli zes the preservation of the United States through the Civil 

War.
Each head is approximately 60 feet high. Washington's head stands at 60 

feet tall, though Roosevel t's is slightly smaller, and Lincoln's is slightly taller. 
Washington has an 1 1-foot tall nose. The mouths are approximately 18 feet wide, 
and the eyes are about 1 1 feet wide. The fi rst plan was to carve from the head 
to torso of each president. However, money ran out. It cost $989 ,992.32 to 
build Mt. Rushmore at the time. That would amount to over $14 .5 million dollars, 
today.

Washington's face was completed and dedicated by July 4 , 1934. Jefferson 
was dedicated in 1936 , Lincoln on September 17, 1937, and Roosevel t in 1939 .



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What year did Congress 
authori ze the 
monument?

What kind of rock is the 
mountain made of?

What year was 
Washington’s face 
completed?

In what state is Mount 
Rushmore?

What was President 
Coolidge's fi rst name?

How many faces are 
carved into Mt. 
Rushmore?

True  or  false
Each head is 
approximately 60 feet tall.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Rushmore’s fi rst name 
was Robert.

A.  North Dakota
B.  Wyoming
C.  South Dakota
D.  Utah

A.  Calvin
B.  Christopher
C.  Carter
D.  None of the above

A.  Two
B.  Four
C.  Six
D.  Eight

Mt. Rushmore was also 
called Castle Cli ffs.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  1902
B.  1942
C.  1925
D.  1818

A.  Sartorius
B.  Talc
C.  Sandstone
D.  Granite

A. 1934
B. 1954
C. 1925
D. 1930

Borglum's original plan 
had a secret room inside 
Lincoln’s eye.

Roosevel t‘s face was 
completed in 1939.

Washington’s face 
symboli zes the bi rth of 
the United States.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Jonah Robinson is 
credited with the idea for 
Mt. Rushmore.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Lakota Sioux said 
The Needles was 
sacred ground.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The fi rst plan was to 
carve each president 
from head to toe.


