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Reading #2 questions
True or false: Circle the answer

3. Prescott, Putnam, James Frye, and Ebenezer 

Bridge led the Colonial troops. 

True         False

4. The British planned to take over seven hills to 

gain a strategic advantage. 

True         False

5. Boston was surrounded by water on three sides. 

True         False

Clue #2

Boston was surrounded by water on three 

sides and the American Continental army was on 

the fourth side. Prescott, Putnam, James Frye, 

and Ebenezer Bridge led the Colonial troops. 

The British heard that the colonists had 

cannons and did not want to risk losing their 

ships.  The British were trying to gain control of 

the city of Boston, the sea ports and other land. 

The British planned to take over two hills to 

gain a strategic advantage. American troops got 

word of the British plans and went to defend the 

hills.  The British soldiers, or Redcoats, were led 

by General William Howe and Brigadier General 

Robert Pigot.  British soldiers thought the 

Minutemen, the American militia, was a group of 

poor farmers with old muskets and no experience.  

The Redcoats were armed with muskets and 

bayonets and far outnumbered the colonists.  The 

American soldiers, or Minutemen, were not a 

trained army and had to provide their own 

weapons. ©Think Tank Too 2020

The number of Minutemen that protected Breed’s Hill

was…

- - - . . . - .  . - .      - - - - .  .      

- . . . .  - - - . . - . . .  . - - .  - . .



6. They built a wall six feet high called a 

_____________________________________. 

7. On June 17, over _____________________ British 
troops marched in straight lines to Breed’s Hill. 

8. American troops worked throughout the night 

building up __________________________ on the hill. 

Reading #3 questions

Clue #3
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By the end of the battle, the number of British 

soldiers that the Patriots wounded was…

Fill in the blankAmerican troops worked throughout the 
night building up defenses on the hill.  They built 
a wall six feet high called a redoubt.  British 
General William Howe was impressed that the 
Americans built their defensive wall overnight. 

On June 17, over 2,000 British troops 
marched in straight lines to Breed’s Hill.  As the 
British headed towards the Americans, Colonel 
Prescott wanted to conserve the limited supply 
of ammunition.  Prescott told his American 
force, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of 
their eyes!”  When the British Redcoats got 
close enough the Americans fired heavily 
forcing the British to pull back.

The British attacked again and again.  
Prescott’s men were low on ammunition when 
the Redcoats charged up the hill for a third 
time.  This forced the Minutemen to fight one 
on one by hand.  The Minutemen were 
eventually forced to quit.  The Charlestown 
Peninsula, just outside of Boston, was now 
under British control. 
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 16.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 999.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 795.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 194.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #3 Decoder #4
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1 2 3 4 5

1 D B E A C

2 K G H I/
J

F

3 L P N O M

4 T R U Q S

5 Y Z X V W

Go First, then go


