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Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni was born on March 6, 1475 in 
Caprese, Italy. He was an accomplished sculptor, painter, architect and poet. 
Michelangelo trained under Bertoldo di Geovanni, a famous sculptor. He was also 
taken under the wings of the power ful Medici family to study classical sculpture 
in 1489 .

While with the Medici family, Michelangelo was commissioned to sculpt 
Madonna of the Steps and Battle of the Centaurs. Michelangelo moved to Rome in 
1496 and created a sculpture called the Pieta. The Pieta sculpture shows Jesus 
l ying on the lap of his mother Mary. It is the only art piece that Michelangelo 
signed. He was just 24 years old when he completed the sculpture.

He was later commissioned to create a large statue of David in Florence, 
Italy. The statue was made of marble and depicted the moment David decided to 
battle Goliath. The statue represented Florentine freedom. The Statue of David can 
be seen at the Academy of Fine Arts in Florence, Italy.

Michelangelo returned to Rome and was asked by Pope Julius II to paint the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in 1508. Michelangelo worked on the ceiling for four 
years. The most famous part of the painting is The Creation of Adam. He also 
painted The Last Judgment, a famous painting on the al tar wall of the Sistine 
Chapel. Michelangelo worked as an architect. He worked on the Medici Chapel, the 
Laurentian Library, and the design of the dome of St. Peter 's Basilica in Rome.

Edgar Degas was born on July 19 , 1834 in Paris, France. Degas was a French 
Impressionist Artist. He was known for his oil paintings, pastels, sculptures, prints 
and drawings. His most famous works are The Dance Class, Dance Class at the 
Opera, The Bellelli Family, Two Dancers on a Stage, and Orchestra Musicians.

Degas did not like the term Impressionist and preferred to be called a 
Realist. Impressionists painted the world around them using bright, vi vid colors 
and bold brushstrokes. They wanted to express thei r visual experience. 

Edgar’s art was all about movement. Over hal f of his works depicted 
dancers using unusual ang les. Many of the paintings showed dancers backstage 
or in rehearsal. Other pieces of his art incorporated horses and racetracks. 
Degas spent a lot of time at a famous art museum in Paris called the Louvre. He 
studied the art and copied some of the masterpieces of Raphael and other 
painters. 

Edgar later traveled to Italy to study famous artists such as da Vinci and 
Michelangelo. In 1859 , Degas returned to Paris and painted The Bellelli Family. The 
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painting portrayed his aunt, her husband, and their children. Sometime after 
1866, Degas created bronze statues of horses and dancers that were up to four 
feet tall. In the last years of his li fe he was nearly blind. 

Andrew Warhola was born on August 6, 1928 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
He was a famous artist during the Pop Art movement. His most famous works 
are Campbell's Soup Cans, Moonwalk, Marilyn Monroe, Che, and Eight Elvises. He 
studied art at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh. He worked with di fferent 
forms of media such as: painting, printmaking, photography, drawing, sculpture, 
film and music. On one of his fi rst jobs his name was misspelled as "Warhol“ 
and he liked it. 

Warhol explored pop cul ture with brands like Coca Cola, Campbells’ and 
Watties' soup. In 1961 , he began to mass-produce commercial goods with his art. 
He called it Pop Art. One example was the Campbell's Soup cans. In one of his 
paintings, he had two hundred Campbell's soup cans. 

Andy also used pictures of famous people, repeating the same portrait 
over and over in di fferent colors. He painted Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley, 
Eli zabeth Taylor, and Mao Zedong. He used bright, vibrant colors and silk 
screening techniques to create his artwork in large quantities. He opened a new 
art studio called "The Factory" where he painted, held parties and sold a l ot of his 
art to celebrities. He also founded the New York Academy of Art in 1979. 

Salvador Dali was born on May 1 1 , 1904 in Spain. His most famous works are 
The Persistence of Memory, Christ of Saint John of the Cross, and The Ghost of 
Vermeer. His l ong mustache was almost as famous as his paintings. Salvador 
began drawing and painting as a kid. He enjoyed painting the outdoors. He 
moved to Madrid, Spain to study at the Academy of Fine Arts when he was 
seventeen. He was expelled from school for causing problems with his teachers. 

Salvador continued to study classic art, Cubism, Futurism, Impressionism 
and Dadaism on his own but later became interested in Surrealism. Surrealists 
believed that a person’s dreams and random thoughts held the secret to the 
truth. Surrealist paintings often contained strange objects such as mel ting 
clocks, eggs, snails and elephants.

In 1931 , Dali painted The Persistence of Memory. The painting was a desert 
scene covered with mel ting watches. Salvador Dali and his wi fe moved the U.S. to 
escape World War II. After the war, he painted pictures showing the horrors of 
war and began to paint about religion. During this time he painted Christ of St. 
John of the Cross in 1951 . He started experimenting with optical ill usions, math, 
science and DNA. He was in fluenced by the work of Sigmund Freud.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What was Dali's fi rst 
name?

In what state was Andy 
Warhol born?

In what country was 
Dali from?

In what country was 
Michelangelo born?

What year was Edgar 
Degas born?

What was Andrew 
Warhol's original last 
name?

True  or  false
Warhol called his art 
studio ‘the Factory’.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Statue of David is 
made out of steel.

A.  Netherlands 
B.  Russia
C.  Italy
D.  United States

A.  1869
B.  1834
C.  1847
D.  None of the above

A.  Carnegie
B.  Andrews
C.  Warhola
D.  Vincent

One of Warhol's works is 
titled Eleven Elvises.
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A.  Salvador
B.  Andrew
C.  Henri
D.  Edgar

A.  New York
B.  Vi rginia
C.  Ohio
D.  Pennsylvania

A. Spain
B. Italy
C. France
D. Pennsylvania

One of Michelangelo's 
pieces was Battle of the 
Centaurs.

Warhol studied art at 
Carnegie Mell on 
University. 

One of Degas' paintings 
is Dance Class at the 
Gym.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

In the last years of his 
li fe, Degas was nearly 
blind.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Pieta sculpture 
shows Jesus lying on 
the lap of mother Mary. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Edgar’s art was all 
about movement.


