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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
The Ottoman empire boycotted trade with the 

west.
T    F

T    F
The Silk Road began during the Ming dynasty.

T    F

T    F
The Silk Road was a trade route from Japan to 

Eastern Europe. 
T    F

T    F
Genghis Khan led the Mongolian empire.

T    F

T    F
Spices were used for preserving food and masking 

flavor of rotten food.
T    F

T    F
The ‘Silk Road’ is English for the Italian word 

"Seidenstraße." 
T    F

T    F
Silk was used mainly for clothing for the royalty. 

T    F

T    F
The height of the Silk Road was during the Tang 

dynasty.
T    F

T    F
The traders often worked in relays.

T    F

Silk Road Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

The Silk Road was over four thousand 
miles long.
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Silk road

© Think Tank

The Silk Road was a trade route from China to Eastern Europe. The 
route went across Asia to the Mediterranean Sea. The end of the route 
was in Eastern Europe or North Africa. The Silk Road was a name given 
to all the routes through Syria, Turkey, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan and India to China.

The ‘Silk Road’ is English for the German word "Seidenstraße." The 
fi rst person to coin the term Silk Road was German geographer 
Ferdinand Freiherr von Richthofen in 1877. He personally made seven 
expeditions along the Silk Road between 1868 to 1872.

The Silk Road was actually a group of trade routes, not just one 
route. The Silk Road made trade possible with China and the Middle East. 
Silk was traded along the routes, hence the name Silk Road. Silk was a 
valuable material that was only made in China at that time. 

China and cities along the Silk Road like Samarkand and Bukhara 
prospered. The Silk Road was important for cul tural, political, and 
religious interactions shared by the traders.

The Silk Road began during the Han Dynasty in ancient China. The 
network of routes was used consistently from 130 BCE to 1453 CE. 
Eventually, the Ottoman Empire closed the routes and boycotted trade 
with the west. When the Silk Road closed, merchants had to find new 
trade routes to exchange goods.

Trade fl ourished along the Silk Road. At the time, China was the 
largest, most populated country in the world. The sea route was also 
called “Silk Road.” Early on, Rome had sil ver and gold while China had silk, 
spices and i vory. 

The Silk Road was very dangerous to travel along. Merchants had to 
travel through the desert over white-hot sand dunes or over mountains. 
Harsh weather also made the route di fficul t to travel. There were 
bandits and pi rates who tried to steal goods as well. 

The traders often worked in relays. Each trader would travel a 
certain distance and exchange thei r goods. The next trader would move


