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President Abraham Lincol n deli vered the Emancipation Proclamation in 
1863 with a future goal of ending slavery. Some believe that was the start of 
Reconstruction and restoration in the United States. 

The Reconstruction Era truly began at the end of the Civil War from 1865 
to 1877. The goal was to rebuild the southern states. 

Even though the South surrendered in the Civil War, they still disagreed 
with the North about the national government’s role. Many southern states 
were destroyed during the Civil War. Plantations were burned down, crops 
were ruined and former slaves were homeless. Some northerners moved to 
the South to make money off of the rebuilding. These people were nicknamed 
carpetbaggers. 

The country turned to Abraham Lincoln to start the process of 
Reconstruction and rebuilding. The goal of Reconstruction was to reuni fy the 
Confederate and Union states. Federal troops were sent to the South to make 
sure laws were being foll owed and to prevent chaos or uprisings. 

On December 8, 1863, President Lincoln issued the Proclamation of 
Amnesty and Reconstruction. This was viewed as an attempt to reuni fy. The 
goal was to help former Confederate states be readmitted to the Union.

Under Reconstruction, Lincoln wanted to make it a simple process for 
southern states to rejoin the Union. Lincoln wanted new, reconstructed 
governments in southern Confederate states. 

There were some members of Congress who opposed Lincoln's 
Reconstruction plans. They believed the South should return to the way it was 
and be left unchanged. With Lincoln's plan, any state that rejoined the Union 
would be requi red to make slavery illegal. 

Lincoln created the Freedmen's Bureau which gave clothing, food and 
medicine to those in need. Lincoln also offered jobs and schooling to freedmen 
or ex-slaves. 

In January of 1865 , the 13th Amendment of the United States 
Constitution abolished, or ended, slavery. 

Lincoln's ideas seemed to be keeping the nation at peace. Sadly, he was 
assassinated and never had the chance to foll ow through with all of his 
Reconstruction plans. On April 14 , 1865 , Lincoln was killed by John Wilkes Booth, 
a Confederate sympathi zer. Lincol n was shot at the Ford Theatre in



© Think Tank

Washington, D.C. He was the fi rst president to be assassinated. Following 
Lincoln’s death, Andrew Johnson became the 17th president of the United 
States. 

When Andrew Johnson became president, he continued Lincol n’s 
Reconstruction policies but was much more lenient, or forgi ving. However, he 
did not pursue changes regarding racial equality in southern states. Therefore, 
many southern states created and enforced Black Codes. 

Black Codes were laws that limited the rights of Black Americans. Black 
Codes prevented African-Americans from owning property, buying land, voting, 
getting jobs and even using public places. 

Northerners were angered by Johnson’s weak stance on discrimination. 
Voters in the north elected Republicans to Congress who were tasked with 
putting the Union back together. They were called “Radical" by historians 
because they believed the rights of Black Americans should be protected. 

The Radical Republicans stopped Black Codes and passed the 14th 
Amendment. The 14th Amendment guaranteed Black Americans equal rights 
and freedoms as U.S. citi zens. Union soldiers were stationed in the south to 
enforce the laws protecting freedmen or ex-slaves. 

Anger peaked when President Johnson removed a Radical Republican 
cabinet member. Known as the “Veto President,” Congress impeached Johnson, 
and accused him of breaking the law. Johnson was acquitted, or found not 
guil ty, but was not nominated to run again.

Following Johnson as president was Union General Ulysses S. Grant. 
President Grant, the thi rd Reconstruction Era president, worked with Congress 
to instill a sense of calmness to the nation. Within a few years, Confederate 
states rejoined the Union. 

The 15th Amendment, passed in 1870, stated a citi zen can not lose the 
right to vote because of their race or skin color. This amendment extended 
African American ci vil rights. 

Reconstruction ended with the presidential election of Ruther ford B. 
Hayes in 1876. Hayes removed all troops from the South with the Compromise 
of 1877, which signaled the end of Reconstruction. 

With the removal of troops, Confederate leaders again gained power in 
the states. They passed laws that prevented African Americans from voting. 
Poll taxes charged a fee to vote and Jim Crow laws established separate public 
spaces for African Americans. Discrimination would face an uphill battle for 
decades to come as Reconstruction came to an end.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

In what theatre was 
Lincoln shot?

What year did the 
Reconstruction Era end?

What year was Lincoln 
assassinated?

What year was the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation?

What amendment 
abolished slavery?

What year was the 15th

Amendment passed?

True  or  false
The Northern states were 
also known as the Union.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Some Republicans 
were referred to as 
Radical Republicans.

A.  1888
B.  1863
C.  1853
D.  1818

A.  2nd
B.  17th
C.  13th
D.  None of the above

A.  1924
B.  1870
C.  1843
D.  1890

President Grant deli vered 
the Emancipation 
Proclamation.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  Grant
B.  Lincol n
C.  Chevrolet
D.  Ford

A.  1899
B.  1865
C.  1877
D.  1842

A.  1930
B.  1865
C.  1882
D.  1941

After Johnson was 
President Ulysses S. 
Grant.

The Reconstruction Era 
truly began at the end 
of the World War II.

Johnson was known as 
the “Veto President”.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The 14th Amendment 
guaranteed Black 
Americans equal rights.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Johnson was the 13th

President of the United 
States.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Southern states 
were known as 
Confederate states.


