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Reading #1 questions
1.   When did the French and Indian War begin?
A. 1754
B. 1764
C. 1774
D. 1784

2. Who was the King of England?
A. King George I
B. King George II
C. King George III
D. King George IV

Clue #1
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The French and Indian began in 1754.  The 
French and Indian War took place between the 
American colonies and New France.  In this 
war, British troops helped American colonists 
fight.  The American colonies won the war, but 
only because they had help from British 
soldiers.  King George III of England spent a 
lot of money on the war.  He bought expensive 
supplies in order for his army to protect the 
colonies.  King George III felt that the 
American colonists should help pay for the cost 
of the war.

As the British government became more 
involved with the colonies, tensions increased.
In 1764, the British government thought it was 
best to create new laws and taxes for the 
colonists.  The British government, known as 
Parliament, decided to pass the Sugar Act. 

England was far away from the American 
colonies.  The colonists didn't want people all 
the way across the ocean telling them what to 
do or how to live.

The French and Indian War ended in…

SEVENTEEN

SIXTY  THREE



Reading #3 questions

Clue #3

After the Boston Massacre, the British 
started collecting a new tax on tea.  Three 
British trade ships named the Dartmouth, 
the Eleanor, and the Beaver sat in the Boston 
harbor for weeks.  Their tea delivery wasn’t 
being unloaded because the colonists of Boston 
refused to buy or use the English tea.  

Their anger was directed at Great 
Britain, which had passed the Tea Act.  The Tea 
Act was a law that required American colonists 
to buy their tea from the British owned East 
India Company. 

Leading Boston patriots protested this tax 
by boarding the British ships and dumping 342 
chests of tea into the Boston Harbor.  They 
dressed up as Mohawk Indians.  This was 
known as the Boston Tea Party.

A group of colonists named the Sons of 
Liberty was determined to let the British know 
they were unhappy.  The Sons of Liberty 
included John Hancock, Paul Revere, and Sam 
Adams.  

Fill in the blank

6. After the Boston Massacre, the British 

started collecting a new tax on _______________.

7. Leading Boston __________________ protested 
the tax on tea.

8. The Sons of Liberty included John Hancock, 

Paul Revere, and _____________   ___________.

©Think Tank Too 2020

At that time, the percent of tea that was being 
smuggled (brought illegally)into the colonies was... 
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 1761.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 89.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #3 Decoder #4
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1 2 3 4 5

1 D B E A C

2 K G H I/
J

F

3 L P N O M

4 T R U Q S

5 Y Z X V W

Go First, then go


