
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.

In 1848, gold was discovered in _____________________. This discovery led 

many people to pack up and head to Cali fornia for their own success in gold mining. 

With all the miners making Cali fornia their home, there was a population boom. 

Cali fornia had only been a territory belonging to the United States for two years 

when it became the __________ state to join the Union in 1850. 

In its place on the West coast of the United States, Cali fornia was the first 

official state West of the Missouri River. That meant it was over 1 ,500 miles from its 

nearest neighbor, Missouri. There were territories owned by the United States in 

between the two states, but Cali fornia was the only official state with its own 

government. 

With Cali fornia so far away from everyone else, there was a small problem. 

There wasn’t a good way to __________________________ with them. The covered 

wagon would take months to make the journey and a stagecoach was much faster, 

but would still have taken _____________ days. The Transcontinental Rail road hadn’t 

been buil t yet, so there was no train route that went between Cali fornia and the 

Eastern United States. They needed a way to communicate more quickly. 

The Pony Express solved the problem. The Pony Express was founded on the 

idea that a single rider on a horse could deliver messages faster than any other way 

available at the time. The Pony Express could get messages from St. Joseph, Missouri 

to Sacramento, Cali fornia in just 10 days. The owners of the Pony Express were 

William H. ____________________, William Waddell, and Alexander Majors. The Pony 

Express began in April _____________, but it only lasted about one and hal f years.

There were over _______ stations across the states of Missouri, 

______________________, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and 

Cali fornia. With stations about ten miles apart, riders would stop, _______________, 

Russell Cali fornia 15-17

communicate 100 1860

Kansas eat 31st 
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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Cali fornia became the 28th state to join the 
Union in 1848. 

The riders carried a knapsack called a mochila. 

The Pony Express could get messages from
Missouri to Cali fornia in just 10 days.

The Pony Express began in April 1865.

It is said that Bu ffalo Bill signed up to be a Pony 
Express rider at the age of 15.

The mochila could hold up to 20 lbs.

Each rider would ride about 75 miles a day. 

Each rider was paid about $400 per month.

The Pony Express stopped because the invention of 
the telegraph.

William Cody is also known as “Bu ffalo Bill”. 
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. California became the ____ state of the 
United States. 
A. 30th

B. 31st

C. 32nd

D. 33rd

6. In total, how many stations were there?
A. 52
B. 84
C. 147
D. 211

2. Who owned the Pony Express? 
A. William H. Russell 
B. William Waddell
C. Alexander Majors
D. All of the above

7.    When did Western Union build their 
telegraph system? 
A. August 24, 1861
B. September 24, 1861
C. October 24, 1861
D. November 24, 1861

3. California was the first official state ___ 
of the Missouri River. 
A. North
B. East
C. South
D. West

8. The Western Union built their telegraph 
system in ____.
A. Boise
B. Denver
C. Sacramento
D. Salt Lake City

4. How long did the Pony Express operate?
A. 18 months 
B. 24 months 
C. 30 months 
D. 3 years

9. When did California become a state? 
A. 1848
B. 1849
C. 1850
D. 1851

5. In the mountains and on rougher terrain, 
the stations were ____.

A. Much larger
B. Further apart
C. Closer together 
D. Smaller

10. Each rider was paid about ___ per month. 
A.   $100
B. $300
C. $500
D. $700
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Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.
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Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon to learn more!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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Challenges

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Passages-Annotation-453356
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Collaborative-Posters-Team-Work-328922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Secret-Message-467888
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:boom+cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-CHALLENGE-289913

