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After the French and Indian War (1754-1763), the British needed money to 
pay off their debt from the war. The British decided to impose taxes on the 
American colonies to help pay off those debts. The British government fel t the 
taxes were fai r since most of their debt was earned fighting the war on 
behal f of the colonists.

On average, most American colonists consumed 2 to 3 cups of tea every 
day. At that time, about 90% of the tea was being smuggled into the colonies. 
Three British trade shi ps named the Dartmouth, the Eleanor, and the Beaver 
sat in the Boston harbor for weeks. Thei r tea deli very wasn’t being unloaded 
because the colonists of Boston refused to buy or use the Eng lish tea. Thei r 
anger was di rected at Great Britain, which had passed the Tea Act. 

The Tea Act was a law that requi red American colonists to buy thei r tea 
from the British owned East India Company. The Tea Act was passed by 
Parliament on May 10, 1773. The law lowered prices on tea, however, the Tea 
Act placed a tax on tea sold by any other company. The Tea Act was created 
by British Parliament (lawmakers) with no input from the American colonists. 
The colonists were upset about “No taxation without representation.” They 
wanted their voices to be heard and to be represented in Parliament i f they 
were going to be citi zens of the king. The British Parliament was passing laws 
thousands of miles away in which the colonists had no say. Colonists were 
very angry with the Tea Act. 

A group of colonists named the Sons of Liberty were determined to let 
the British know they were unhappy. The Sons of Liberty was a secret society 
made up of American colonists who wanted to fight British taxation. Patriots 
like John Hancock, Paul Revere, and Samuel Adams were members of the 
group. The group was originally known as the Loyal Nine. The secret society 
adopted an official flag with nine red and white stri pes. The original purpose 
of the Sons of Liberty was to force British stamp agents to resign and to stop 
American merchants from ordering British goods. The Stamp Act had placed a 
tax on documents like newspapers and playing cards.

The Sons of Liberty fel t that being taxed without thei r consent (approval) 
was a violation of thei r rights. They conducted secret meetings to discuss how 
to fight the taxation by the British government. Their message was clear once
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again, “No taxation without representation.” 
On December 16 , 1773, the Sons of Liberty decided to take action against 

British laws and taxation. Disguised as Native Americans, members of the 
Sons of Liberty stormed aboard the three British shi ps sitting in the Boston 
harbor. Once onboard the shi ps, they dumped 342 chests of tea overboard in 
the harbor. No one was hurt, and the partici pants reportedly cleaned the shi ps’ 
decks before they left. They destroyed over 92 , 000 pounds of tea. Today, that 
amount of tea would be worth close to one million dollars. The Boston Tea 
Party was a protest by the American Colonists in regard to the tea taxes that 
the British had imposed on them.

Paul Revere partici pated in the Boston Tea Party along with about 1 15 
other colonists. They disguised themselves in an attempt to fool the British, but 
the British knew who ruined their tea. The British government viewed the 
colonists as ungrateful. The king considered the tea dumping as an act of 
rebellion. Samuel Adams argued that the Boston Tea Party was the only option 
the people had to defend their constitutional rights. The Boston Tea Party was a 
political protest by the Sons of Liberty. 

In response to the Boston Tea Party, the angry British Parliament passed 
the Intolerable Acts, also called the Coercive Acts. These harsh laws closed the 
port of Boston enti rely. The British Royal Navy sent warships to make sure no 
one went in or out of the harbor. The port of Boston would remain closed until 
the cost of the dumped tea was recovered. The British government also passed 
the Quartering Act which forced colonists to house and feed British soldiers. 

After the Boston Tea Party, John Adams and other American colonists 
thought that drinking tea was unpatriotic. Tea drinking declined and resul ted in 
a shi ft to drinking coffee.

The Intolerable Acts united the revolutionary spi rit of the colonies. The 
Boston Tea Party helped rall y support in their fight for independence. The 
event was the fi rst major act of defiance to British rule over the colonists. The 
Boston Tea Party soon set the stage for the American Revolution which began 
in Boston on April 19 , 1775. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

In what month did the 
Boston Tea Party 
occur?

What year did the 
American Revolution 
begin?

What year did the 
French and Indian War 
end?

What year was the Tea 
Act passed by 
Parliament?

How many stri pes were 
on the Sons of Liberty 
flag?

How many British shi ps 
did the Sons of Liberty 
storm aboard?

True  or  false
Colonists started 
drinking coffee instead 
of tea.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Quartering Act 
forced colonists to 
house British soldiers.

A.  1801  
B.  1737
C.  1773
D.  1883

A.  Three
B.  Thirteen
C.  Nine
D.  None of the above

A.  19
B.  3
C.  1 1
D.  2

3 British trade ships were 
Dartmouth, Beaver, and 
Constantine.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  December
B.  November
C.  October
D.  April

A.  1775
B.  1771
C.  1785
D.  1801

A.  1730
B.  1765
C.  1763
D.  1801

Some colonists formed a 
group called the Sons of 
Liberty.

The Stamp Act placed a 
tax on documents.

They destroyed over 
92 ,000 pounds of tea.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Colonists were upset 
about “No taxation 
without presents”. 

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Paul Revere
participated in the
Boston Tea Party.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Sons of Liberty was 
originally known as the 
Royal Nine.


