
Planet
Earth

Reading Passage & Questions

©  Think Tank 2020 



Planet Earth

© Think Tank

Earth is the thi rd planet from the Sun and can be found between 
the planet Venus and the planet Mars. Of the eight planets in the 
Solar System, Earth is the fi fth largest. It is also the densest planet 
in our Solar System. 

Earth only has one moon and it is the fi fth largest moon in the 
Solar System. The word “Earth” comes from an Anglo-Saxon word 
“erda,” which means soil or ground. Of all the planets in the Solar 
System, Earth is the only planet that was not named after a god or 
goddess.

Scientists believe that the Earth was formed over 4 .4 billion 
years ago. The most popular theories about Earth’s formation include 
a collapsed solar nebula, or a rotating cloud of gas and dust.

Earth is one of the four terrestrial planets. Other terrestrial 
planets include Mars, Venus and Mercury. Terrestrial planets are 
known for thei r hard, rocky sur face and i ron core.

Earth is the only known planet to support li fe and is commonly 
referred to as the Blue Planet. It is referred to as the Blue Planet 
because it is mostly covered with water. Around 71% of the Earth is 
covered with sal t water oceans. It is the only planet that has liquid 
water on its sur face. 

Earth’s atmosphere is composed of 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, 
water, carbon dioxide, argon and other gases. Earth is the only planet 
with oxygen, which makes it possible to support li fe.

The atmosphere of the Earth is made up of 4 layers. They 
include the thermosphere, mesosphere, stratosphere and 
troposphere. The thermosphere is the hottest region of the 
atmosphere. 

The mesosphere is the coldest region. The mesosphere protects 
the Earth from meteors. The stratosphere contains the ozone layer. 
The troposphere region touches the Earth. 
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It takes the Earth 365.24 days to orbit the Sun. The Earth spins 
on an axis which is an imaginary line from the North pole to South 
pole. It takes Earth 23.439 hours to rotate on its own axis. The side of 
the Earth that faces towards the Sun has daytime. The side of the 
Earth that is faces away from the Sun has night-time. 

Most of the places on Earth experience four seasons. The 
seasons are caused by the Earth’s til t and rotation. When it is winter 
in the northern hemisphere, it is summer in the southern 
hemisphere. A year on Earth is 365 days long but the ¼ days are 
added up. Every fourth year has one extra day. The extra day is 
February 29th. This fourth year is called a Leap Year and has 366 days.

Earth’s interior structure is composed of the mantle, crust, inner 
core and outer core. The rocky outside layer is called the crust. Below 
the crust is the mantle which is composed of i ron and rock. The 
Earth's core is made of nickel and i ron. 

Earth is mapped into 7 large land masses called continents 
which make up hundreds of countries. The seven continents include 
Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Australia, Europe and 
Antarctica. Earth has 5 major oceans which include the Atlantic, 
Paci fic, Indian, Antarctic (Southern) and Arctic Oceans.

Mount Everest is the highest point above sea level. The lowest 
point is the Mariana Trench. The Nile River is the longest river on 
Earth at 4160 miles long. 

The Earth is di vided into two hemispheres: the northern 
hemisphere and the southern hemisphere. The equator is the line 
which divides the North Pole of the Earth from the South Pole. The 
northern hemisphere extends from the equator to the North Pole and 
southern hemisphere extends from the equator to the South Pole. 
Temperatures on Earth have reached 160 degrees in a desert near the 
equator, and as low -190 degrees at the South Pole.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

How many major 
oceans does Earth 
have?

What is the layer below 
the crust called?

How many continents 
are there?

How many planets are in 
our Solar System?

Which is the hottest 
region of the 
atmosphere?

What is the rocky 
outside layer of Earth 
called?

True  or  false
Mount Everest is the 
highest point above sea 
level.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

There are 376 days in 
Leap Year.

A.  Four
B.  Eight
C.  Nine
D.  Seven

A.  Stratosphere
B.   Mesosphere
C. Thermosphere
D.  None of the above

A.  Troposphere
B.  Atmosphere
C.  Mantle
D.  Crust

Earth is the fourth planet 
from the Sun.
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A.  5
B.  12
C.  2
D.  9

A.  Outer core
B.  Inner core
C.  Mantle
D.  Atmosphere

A. 5
B. 8
C. 7
D. 3

Scientists believe that the 
Earth was formed over 
4 .4 billion years ago. 

Earth is commonly 
referred to as the Red 
Planet.

The lowest point is the 
Mariana Trench.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Most of the places on
Earth experience four
seasons.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Earth can be found 
between Venus and 
Mercury.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

“Earth” comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon word 
“Erda". 


