
Principles of the Constitution



The seven principles of the 
Constitution were used as 
guidelines for the Founding 
Fathers.

The principle of Individual 
Rights divides the basic 
government roles into 3 
branches.

The United States 
government is referred to 
as an international 
government.

Popular Sovereignty is a 
political philosophy in 
which the state 
governments have power.



How many principles are 
included in the US Constitution?

When did the US 
Constitution go into effect?

Which branch of government 
interprets the laws?

Limited Government was important 
to the citizens because they feared a 
second tyranny, like ___.

What are the first three 
words of the Preamble?

Powers that are shared between 
the national and state 
governments are called _____.
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The first few pieces have already been placed for you. Please do not move them.
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The principle of _________ of Powers 
divides the basic government roles into 

____ branches. It was established to avoid 
giving too much power to the hands of a 

single group. Separation of Powers 
originated from the writings of 

__________ who supported a 
constitutional government with three 

separate _________.  Checks and 
Balances offers a balance of power among 
the branches. With a ________ of Checks 
and Balances, each branch acts as a check 

or ________ on the powers of the other 
branches. This principle was created to 

prevent _________ or absolute control 
by one branch. The _________ included a 
system of Checks and Balances to ensure 

that the branches work together fairly.  
This principle prevents any one branch 

from becoming too __________.

branches

powerful

control

framers

system
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Separation

Montesquieu

tyranny



List of values set by a 
group Principles

Plan of government

National or central

Harsh ruler

Determine the meaning 
of

Introduction
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Which principle do you think is 
the most important? Explain 
your answer.

Which principle do you think is 
the least important? Explain 
your answer.

List at least three rights 
included in the Bill of Rights. 

Do you think that relying on the 
Constitution, a document 
created hundreds of years ago, 
is a good idea? Explain your 
answer.
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