
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.

Before the French Revolution, France was a country ruled by a _______________ 

and nobles. The people of France rose up on July 14 , 1789 , to take control, and later 

overthrew the monarchy (king or queen), becoming a republic. This meant it was now a 

country ruled by the _______________________. 

France was divided into _________________ estates, or groups, based on social 

status. The First Estate was made up of clergy (church leaders). The Second Estate was 

made up of nobles (______________________ landowners) who lived luxurious 

(expensive) li ves. The Third Estate was made up of commoners. They were the hardest 

working group who also had to pay the most in ______________________. 

France had recently fought in wars including the _________________________ 

Revolution and the Seven Years War in Europe, which made the country go into debt (to 

owe money). As a resul t, new taxes were placed on crops and the price of food was 

very high. Roughly 97% of France’s population struggled to survive and the remaining 3% 

li ved a li fe of wealth. The commoners in the Third Estate were fed up with how they 

were being treated. They were outraged by the “gabelle,” a tax on _____________. The 

problems resul ted in King Louis XVI calling for a large assembly of the Estates-General 

to decide what to do. 

The king and the first two Estates would not make any changes to help the Third 

Estate. In defiance (resistance), the Third Estate broke away and established the 

“National Assembly”. The National Assembly would work to make changes on behal f of 

the commoners. The National Assembly included ______ members known as deputies. 

On July 14 , 1789 , 1 , 000 men broke into a fort used a as prison in Paris called 

Bastille. The group helped seven prisoners escape who were being held there by the 

government. This was a show of power and marked the start of the French Revolution, 

known as the “Storming of the Bastille”. Other parts of France began to form groups 

and overthrow nobles. Some nobles tried to flee (________________) the country. 

three 745 American

sal t taxes leave

people weal thy king
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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France was divided into six estates or groups.

Roughly 97% of France’s population struggled to 
survive.

In 1871 , France became a republic again and
stayed that way.

The National Assembly would work to make 
changes on behal f of the commoners. 

On July 14 , 1979 , 1 , 000 men broke into a fort used 
as a prison in Paris called the Louvre.

The Revolution spread all over France and lasted 
for 10 years.

The “gabelle” was a tax on sal t. 

The Second Estate was made up of nobles.

Today in France, July 14 , is celebrated as French 
National Day.

A group called the Jacobins took over in 1887.
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. The people of France rose up on 
July 14, ___. 

A. 1764
B. 1776
C. 1789
D. 1799

6. Which French Queen was imprisoned by 
the National Assembly?

A. Marie Curie
B. Marie-Antoinette
C. Joan of Arc
D. Queen Victoria

2. Which estate was made up of clergy?
A. First
B. Second
C. Third
D. Fourth

7.    Who was the King of France during the    
French Revolution?
A. King Louis VI 
B. King George III
C. King Louis XVI 
D. King James XII

3. How long did The Directory have power?
A. About 5 years
B. About 10 years
C. About 15 years
D. About 20 years

8. The National Assembly included ___ 
members known as deputies. 
A. 745
B. 850
C. 975
D. 1121

4. What word means ‘to get rid of’? 
A. Abolish
B. Appeal
C. Clergy
D. Ratified 

9. How many prisoners escaped from 
Bastille?

A. 3
B. 5
C. 7
D. 9

5. What word means ‘plan of government’?
A. Monarchy
B. Assembly
C. Declaration
D. Constitution

10. In September of 1791, a ____ was 
established.

A. President
B. Dictatorship
C. Confederal system
D. Constitutional monarchy © Think Tank



Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.
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Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon to learn more!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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Challenges

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Passages-Annotation-453356
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Collaborative-Posters-Team-Work-328922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Secret-Message-467888
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:boom+cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-CHALLENGE-289913

