
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK

According to legend, Rome was founded in 753 BCE by brothers Romulus and 

___________________. The two brothers were said to be twin sons of Mars, the 

Roman god of war. The story goes that the twins were left near the banks of the 

Tiber River as infants where they were rescued and raised by a ________________. 

The twins founded the city of Rome and fought over who would be king. Romulus killed 

his brother Remus and took the throne as the first king of Rome. Historians have 

determined that __________________ began around 1000 BCE on Palatine Hill.

Rome had a king, but it also had a senate. The senate was a ruling body that 

worked together with the king to make _________________ and enforce them. The 

senate was also responsible for electing a king when the previous king died. After 

seven kings, though, Rome turned from a ___________________________, or rule by 

king, into a republic. A republic is a country ruled by the people of that country. 

Though Rome was now a republic, and the people elected their officials, the 

officials were usually descendants of the original senate of Romulus. These men were 

_____________________ politicians by nature. The common citi zens, known as 

plebeians, were not happy being represented by people who were not in touch with 

the things that common, ___________________________ people needed from their 

government. Over time, they were admitted into the senate and gained political power 

so that representation was more equal over the di fferent people of Rome. 

Rome had a power ful military force and grew rapidly beginning around 300 BCE. 

At the height of their power, Rome covered all of _________________ in addition to 

most of continental Europe, Britain, Western Asia, the Mediterranean Islands, and much 

of Northern Africa. The Roman language of _____________________ was used 

throughout all of Rome.

After 450 years as a republic, the Roman Empire became ruled by an emperor, 

or Caesar. Julius Caesar gained popularity after military victories in Spain. Julius  

Latin laws everyday  

Rome Italy   monarchy

Remus wealthy wol f 



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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The Colosseum was a large amphitheater buil t 
during the Roman Empire. 

Mark Antony killed Julius Caesar.

The Colosseum had sixty-two trap doors.

At the height of their power, Rome covered all of 
Italy.

Julius Caesar gained popularity after military 
victories in Spain.

Augustus united Rome and improved people’s 
li ves and morale. 

Pompeii was destroyed when Mt. Vesuvius erupted 
in 27 AD.

Rome had a power ful growing military force
beginning around 300 BCE. 

Octavius took the name Augustus.

After seven kings, Rome turned from a monarchy 
into a republic. 

25

100

75

50

75

50

25

100

50

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J



EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. What was the peaceful time under 
Augustus called?

A. Pax Remus
B. Romulus Pax
C. Latin Pax
D. Pax Romana

6. What Roman language was used 
throughout all of Rome? 

A. Spanish
B. Greek
C. Latin
D. Mandarin Chinese

2. Construction of the Colosseum began in 
72 AD by ____, the emperor. 

A. Caesar
B. Vespasian
C. Antony
D. Xerxes

7. What type of government means ruled 
by the people?

A. Confederation
B. Dictatorship
C. Republic
D. Oligarchy 

3. Pompeii held a festival to honor Vulcan, 
the god of ____.

A. Fire
B. War
C. Chariots
D. Lightning 

8. Historians have determined that Rome 
began around 1000 BCE on ____. 

A. Mt. Vesuvius
B. Mt. Etna
C. Palatine Hill
D. Bunker Hill

4. By 29 BCE, ____ had defeated Mark 
Antony.

A. Helena of Troy
B. Octavius
C. Xerxes
D. Vespasian

9. Romulus and Remus were said to be twin 
sons of____.

A. Mars
B. Athena
C. Saturn
D. Apollo

5. Julius Caesar gained popularity after 
military victories in ____. 

A. Spain
B. England
C. Prussia
D. Germany

10. Julius Caesar was killed on March 15th, 
now known as the ____ of March. 

A. Tides
B. Eyes
C. Ivy
D. Ides © Think Tank



Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.
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